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Author's Note on this Printable Version 


The book at hand is a highly abbreviated version of the original Arabic and 
German versions in the English language. Therefore, it is necessary to 
understand that the facts described in the original versions could not be 
reproduced in full detail in this English version. This translation was 
additionally not carried out by me personally. Due to my insufficient skills 
for the English language, I cannot guarantee a flawless reproduction of the 
contents even though I have read through the script. 

I would further like to explicitly indicate here that there is no other English 
version of this book which I have read through and approved in this 
manner although some people have translated some of my texts into the 
English language or other languages without consulting me. 

All texts which I distribute myself are to be found exclusively on 
www.risalatun.com . If a text in any language is not on that website, it 
means that I am not responsible for it and it was translated, edited, and 
spread against my approval. 

Abu Hamzah al-Afghani 
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The Forgotten Monotheism 


Preface to the English Edition 

All praises are due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. I bear witness that 
there is no one worthy of worship except Allah alone and that Muhammad 
(saws) 1 is His Servant and His Messenger. 

I wrote this English foreword after a brother called to my attention that 
the theme dealt with in this book is very difficult to understand in the 
English language, firstly because it has been translated from the Arabic 
language and secondly because the English reader is not so familiar with 
this topic. Therefore, I hope that by means of this foreword I am able to 
explain to the reader all which is essential in order to attain the correct 
understanding of this book. 

As it is well known, Islam is derived from two sources: the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah 2 . In both of them Allah (swt 3 ) has explained to mankind all it 
needs in the dunya 4 and the aakhirah 5 . Since it is from the known 
attributes of Allah (swt) that He is Al-Hakeem, the All-Wise, it is 
unimaginable that if He wants to explain something to mankind, He would 
not do this with utmost clarity; all issues must definitely be plainly 
explained in these two sources. If this point is applicable to this deen 6 in 
general, in all its issues, how then must it be for the very explanation of 
the fundament of this deen? Is it imaginable that Al-Hakeem with His 
infinite hikmah 7 did not sufficiently explain the most important issue of 
Islam? Never! Therefore, it ought to be clear to every Muslim and he must 


1 S alla-Uahu c alaihi wa sallam: peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 

2 Sunnah: whatever is revealed from the Prophet (saws). 

3 Subhaanahu wa ta c ala: glory be to Him. 

4 Dunya: this world. 

5 Aakhirah: the hereafter. 

6 Deen: religion, comprehensive lifestyle. 

7 Hikmah: wisdom. 
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know that Allah (swt) explained with utmost clarity what Islam is - its 
precise definition and its precise limits. Additionally, He even repeated this 
definition again and again. For this is the foundation - the most important 
issue in Islam - upon which all the rest is built. 

It is often repeated that Islam is so easy to understand, yet when you take 
a look at the reality you see that the understanding which people have of 
Islam is entirely chaotic. The answers to questions such as "What is Islam", 
"What is a Muslim", "What is shirk 1 " and "What is a mushrik 2 " are 
anything but clear. If Islam is really so easy to understand - and it really is 
- why do we find so many differences in opinions? The answers to these 
questions need to be clear: The ambiguity definitely does not lie in the 
explanations provided by the Creator. It lies solely in the creation. Some 
people do not want to understand it from the beginning, others cannot or 
do not want to accept it for their own reality and implement it into their 
own lives. 

In many narrations the Prophet (saws) was asked: “Oh Messenger of 
Allah! What is Islam?" So he replied: "That you worship Allah alone and 
you do not associate anything with Him". Several scholars repeatedly 
emphasized that you must only refer to the Qur'an and the Sunnah for the 
question “What is Islam?". This question has been answered with the 
definition given by the Prophet (saws) - there is no need of philosophy 
and complex thinking. Even Abu Jahl and Abu Lahab 3 knew the answer and 
they rejected it because they knew it and understood it so well. It was the 
philosophers who began to worship their (own) intellect and then placed it 


1 Shirk: polytheism. 

This document deals exclusively with the so-called shirk akbar (major shirk), which 
means it deals with polytheism, the worshipping of someone else beside Allah. Major 
shirk is the polar opposite of Islam as will be explained. 

In the following course of this essay it is important to bear in mind, that the topic of 
this book is not the so-called shirk asghar (minor shirk). 

2 Mushrik: one who commits shirk by worshipping others besides Allah. 

3 Two of the greatest enemies of the Prophet (saws), on them is the curse of Allah. 
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above the Qur'an and Sunnah. They thought that "La llaaha ilia Allah" 
means “there is no god, no creator, no giver of life, no provider...except 
Allah". So Allah (swt) punished them with their ignorance. Whoever 
comprehends the Qur'an must consequently know that "ilaah" means 
“one who is worshipped" and not for instance god or creator, as it is 
claimed. 

The mushrikoon 1 knew with surety that La llaaha ilia Allah means there is 
no one worthy of worship except Allah. They said clearly: 



"Has he made all those who are worshipped (aalihah) into one ilaah 2 ? 
Verily, this is really something very strange!" 3 

Quite evidently they meant to inquire: "Does he (Muhammad (saws)) 
want to make all those whom we worship into one worshipped alone?" 
When the philosophers come across such verses as well as many other 
similar verses, they become overwhelmed with confusion. 

When Musa 4 (as 5 ) and his people passed a group of people who were 
worshipping idols, did not the people of Musa say: 



"...make for us (such) an ilaah the way they have aalihah 6 ." 7 


1 Mushrikoon: Those who commit shirk by worshipping others besides Allah, plural of 
mushrik. 

2 Ilaah: One who is worthy of worship. 

3 Surah Saad 38:5. 

4 Musa: Moses. 

5 c Alaihi s-salam: peace be upon him. 

6 Aalihah: plural of ilaah (one who is worthy of worship). 

2 Surah Al-’A c raaf 7:138. 
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The word ilaah in this verse here does not mean "make a creator for us, 
the way they have so many creators". It rather means: "Make for us one 
worshipped just like they also have many worshipped 1 ". Whoever reads 
the commentaries of these philosophers concerning such verses, will find 
that their minds are confused. Even though some people regard these as 
the greatest scholars who ever existed in history. In reality it is they who 
are amongst the most ignorant people concerning Allah and His Book and 
the Sunnah of His Messenger (saws). 

Regard it as a poison, which is taught in the majority of the so-called 
Islamic universities as the fundament of belief in Islam - a poison which 
brought us finally into this miserable condition, wherein we find ourselves 
today. 


Thus, the majority of the mushrikoon knew the meaning of La llaaha ilia 
Allah and understood that it ment to whorship none but Allah. To an even 
greater extent it was clear to them, that He is the One and Only Creator, 
Life-Giver and Provider 2 . Many verses in the Qur'an support this fact: 


U13 dill OljliiJl Jji^- ja 


“And if you were to ask them, 'Who has created the heavens and the 
earth and subjected the sun and the moon (to His Law)', they will 
certainly reply: 'Allah.' How are they then deluded away (from Allah and 
from worshipping him exclusively)?" 3 

The poison continues to press forward. In the last centuries it dug its way 
through and finally reached the root of this deen; now it is the turn of the 


1 To make it clear: "Make for us someone/something we can worship just like they 
have many they can worship." 

2 The One who gives sustenance. 

3 Surah Al- c Ankaboot 29:61. 
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crystal clear definition of Islam to be attacked. Shaytaan 1 wishes to deface 
and change Allah's religion - just like he did many times before. So, there 
came the Messengers to the nations who were absolutely convinced that 
they are Muslims and that Allah loves them. However, the Prophets came 
and told them clearly that which was unheard for them, inconceivable and 
unimaginable: "You are mushrikoon and not Muslims". 

Consequently, there was war - and this is how the battle between good 
and evil, between Islam and shirk began and is proceeding; since the first 
appearance of shirk among the people of Nuh 2 (as) until the Day of 
Resurrection. Such is Allah's (swt) Will; howsoever He has decreed it in His 
infinite Wisdom. 


Whoever understands the scheme of Shaytaan in this battle also grasps 
the degree of his crookedness. The people of every community did not fall 
into shirk from one day to the other. No, in fact as time went by they 
forgot what Allah actually wanted from them, similar to the nation of Nuh 
(as). It cost Shaytaan a long process to make people think that they are 
secure and will always remain Muslims. As if he slowly put them into a 
deep sleep, nothing left for them but to wake up as mushrikoon - not 
even knowing or understanding why they are not Muslims anymore. Such 
the cursed one has always done. 


The reader, may Allah guide him and us all to Islam and may Allah let us 
die in Islam, must be aware that perhaps many people who consider 
themselves as Muslims are full of this poison. And confronted with the 
reality of the basis of Islam some of them in fact will be in need of urgent 
help to strengthen them in their original and real faith. Allah says: 


Jtjj lijs 5) ^ £■ 'jOOal O' j»4-U Jjiki'jij 


1 Shaytaan: Satan. 

2 Nuh: Noah. 
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"And the leaders among them went about (saying): Go on, and remain 
constant to your aalihah (those whom you are worshipping)! For this is 
truly a thing designed (against you)!" 1 

...and Allah says: 



"They 2 took their scholars and their monks to be their lords besides 
Allah 3 , and (they also took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam 4 , while 
they were commanded to worship none but One llaah: La llaaha ilia 
huwa 5 . Glorified is He (far is He) from having the partners they associate 
(with Him)." 6 

May Allah (swt) let us be of those on whom He will bestow His Mercy, may 
He let us die as Muslims in order to escape His terrible punishment and 
enter His Paradise. In reality, it is not necessary to explain to a Muslim that 
one can never be a Muslim as long as this person worships anything other 
than Allah (swt). If Islam means to worship only Allah alone and if Muslim 
means someone who ONLY worships Allah alone, how can a person then 
be that someone who only worships Allah alone and simultaneously 
worships something other than Allah 

How can one stick to the view that this person fulfills the fundamental 
prerequisites of being a Muslim? Therefore, know - may Allah let you and 
us enter Paradise - that a Muslim is a person who worships Allah alone 


1 Surah Saad 38:6. 

2 Jews and Christians. 

3 By obeying them in matters that they made lawful or unlawful according to their own 
desires without it being ordered by Allah. 

4 Maryam: Mary. 

5 La llaaha ilia huwa: none has the right to be worshipped but He. 

6 Surah At-Tawbah 9:31. 
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and a mushrik is a person who worships something other than Allah or 
worships something besides Allah. Therefore, a mushrik can never be a 
Muslim, whether he knows this or not. As a matter of fact, being a Muslim 
or being a mushrik are both states in which a person finds himself - 
irrelevant of his acknowledgement. In order to explain and prove this, I 
have listed irrefutable and clear evidences from the Qur'an and Sunnah. 

The importance of this issue will not become clear to anyone as long as he 
does not know that committing shirk does not just mean to prostrate 
before someone else besides Allah or to pray to him or to bring him a 
sacrifice. In fact, some of the greatest forms of shirk consist of obeying 
someone or following someone who prohibits the permitted and permits 
the prohibited, or creates laws which are in contradiction to Islam 1 - 
whether that lawmaker is a ruler or a scholar or whosoever. 

Whoever knows this clearly recognizes without a doubt that a majority of 
people worship their political leaders, their scholars, their constitutions, 
their homeland, their freedom, their intellect and the majority of the 
people (democracy). By obeying and following these people or objects and 
accepting and legitimizing them, they fall into the act of worshipping, as 
Allah has defined and revealed to us clearly in the Qur'an. 

I thank Allah the All-Mighty who helped me with this book and I ask Allah 
to let my intention be purely for Him alone. Then I thank all those who 
worked together with me for this edition of the book, its correction and 
translation. May Allah lead us to the correct understanding of Islam and 
may He accept it from us and let us die as Muslims and unite us with the 
Prophets (as 2 ) of Islam (the religion of all Prophets) in His Paradise. 
Allahumma Ameen. 

Abu Hamzah Al-Afghani 


1 This means that this person accepts these laws, having the knowledge that these 
laws contradict the laws of Allah. 

2 c Alayhim as-salam: peace be upon them. 
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The Irrefutable Evidences for the Difference 
Between a Muslim and a Mushrik 


The First Evidence 


Islam and shirk, in their true meanings, are complete opposites. 

The meanings of Islam and shirk are explained absolutely clearly in the 
Qur'an and Sunnah. So he who commits shirk does not fulfill the 
fundamental principle of Islam. How can he then still be defined as a 
Muslim? One is either Muslim or mushrik, a third group does not exist! 


Islam means "to completely submit oneself under the Will of Allah", 
including humility, submission and obedience. 1 Allah (swt) says: 




"Yes, but whoever submits his face (whole self) to Allah 2 and he is a 
Muhsin 3 then his reward is with his Lord (Allah), on such shall be no fear, 
nor shall they grieve. " 4 5 

At-Tabary narrates from some of the sataf as follows: 


1 Unanimous agreement of the scholars of language and tafseer. 

2 Whoever performs his deeds free from shirk, purely for Allah: akhlasa lillah. 

3 Muhsin: A doer of good. 

4 Surah Al-Baqarah 2:112. 

5 Salaf: those scholars who lived before our time, particularly the three first 
generations after the death of the Prophet (saw). 
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^15) ^ ^ pi' ^4 4(Jli Uj-L>- 4p)lS ^^iLl ^s J '^ > ~ 

c~J~4j J*il Jj J \yTf- jj djj Jli US} .<0) J?U 4 (4^-j p-^' u* 

l)^LI aipLUJ ^UppU APII 2 J o-<pUou 4 Ull4j is*?- '^'Vj b4p ^y*^~ i4j4Jl aJ ... ci~UU 
*UJ 4^^"} ,, 1 , , 1 ^4 aJ^JL AJP y *>-' JjUp Jp4- b OJ U Ai) I ^y2>J J aJ O 4 U U 

4-Jp l g .£ b U A_£^-j A^-jl^rJ ^jjl f.LUpl A^S^l 4*^ A_>-j|^?r ^jU« pj^4 aJ A_£^r-^ ^*)U»b 
£^>4 ^4 OjpaS aJp 0~L~Or £.lj^-l ^5^1 A^p-J £^JaJ A-U^ ISU UU-J A_ay>- 

a_$^-j ^1 AjUUa ^^ull jjp jSJi-l L^UiaU <3 pp^aJI jSUj ,aJ ^a-Up-I pJjSpj 01 

4 aJ AjpLpj a 4) AJplL? i j<2 .]_>-l ^*>lSpll ^J. ..AJPPj £.^JaJ| 4i-U-4j ^AJ 

.dJJi aIaS J u~^£ 


"That they said, "he who submits his whole self to Allah" means akhlasa 
lillah. Like Zaid ibnu c Amr ibni Nufail 1 also said: "I have surrendered my 
face (my whole self) to Him, to Whom the clouds carrying pure water 
also surrendered." This means, "I have submitted myself to His 
obedience, to Whose obedience the clouds have also submitted and 
Whose orders they follow." In this verse Allah (swt) mentions those who 
submit their faces exclusively for Allah. Mentioning the face here has 
been given preference to over the rest of the body because the most 
precious, important and worth protecting part of the body is the face. 
When a person submits his face - the most precious part of his body - to 
something or someone then the rest of the body naturally follows in 
submission. For the Arabs it was logical (linguistically) that when they 
mentioned the face it meant the body as a whole. So the verse means 
"Nay, whoever obeys and worships Allah purely (free from shirk) for 
Allah alone and carries it out in the best manner..."." 


1 He was one of the Hunafaa (the people who followed what was left of the true deen of 
Ibrahim (as) before Islam). 
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Islam means to surrender oneself in the worship of Allah alone with 
submission without associating anything with Him. Whosoever does not 
practice this can never be a Muslim. And how else can it be? Let us 
demonstrate this by means of an example: A man never rides a horse and 
never did ride a horse in the past. He always travels by foot. How can a 
rational and reasonable thinking person call him a horseman? 

Similarly, a person who never submitted himself to Allah alone, someone 
who attributed others to Him, someone who never worshipped Him 
sincerely and still does not, such a person cannot be described as a 
Muslim. His deeds are not according to the deeds of a Muslim and he does 
not possess the characteristics required in Islam which would make him to 
a Muslim. No one with a common sense would define him as a Muslim. 


Ibnu Taymiyyah (ra) says: 

t 1 i IfcULp' Ol 

(.gjL/giilj -a 1*14 -ials- y f f L»l C~ilj 

V 1 Ji cyt 


"And so anyone who does not worship Allah, must undoubtedly be 
worshipping something other than Him: he worships someone other than 
Him and is therefore a mushrik. Among the sons of Adam there is no 
third type. There is only muwahhid 1 and mushrik or those who mix both 
parts like the distorters of the followers of different religions and the 
Christians and those who have gone astray who consider themselves to 
be in Islam." 2 

The one who reflects over this passage, will find that Ibnu Taymiyyah says 
five times, each time in a different way that someone who commits shirk 
can never be a Muslim. Is there something clearer than that? Therefore, 


1 Muwahhid: a person who fulfills Tawheed. 

2 Majmu c ul-Fataawa 14:282, 284. 


15 





The Forgotten Monotheism 


all the plurivalent statements 1 from Ibnu Taymiyyah 2 should be explained 
with this plain, excellent and transparent statement of his! 


Shaykh Abd ur-Rahman ibnu Hasan 3 (ra) and Shaykh Abd ul-Latif (ra) say 4 : 

s o * Si . s ■'os'' S 



"He who commits shirk, leaves tawheed. For they are two opposites 
which never come together. When shirk is found (in a person his) 
tawheed becomes nonexistent". 5 

The Second Evidence 

"Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) 
with Him." 

Allah says: 



"Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) 
with Him." 6 

Many people however say: "Allah forgives setting up partners with Him". 


1 Unclear statements: mutashaabih. 

2 (661-728 after hijrah) He was one of the best scholars in Islamic history. He was 
known for his extraordinary knowledge in various sciences of Islam and in the fields of 
knowledge which were directly or indirectly related to it (such as the different areas in 
the sciences of language). Ibnu Taymiyyah is therefore often titled as Shaykhu-l-Islam. 

3 See "Explanation of the principle of Islam and its most important pillar” 

4 See "Minhaaju-t-Ta'sisi wa-t-Taqdis”: 12. 

5 Ad-Durar: 2: 204. 

6 Surah An-Nisaa' 4:116. 
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Whosoever claims that a person goes to Paradise even if he commits shirk, 
rejects this Qur'anic verse - he is convinced that Allah forgives the setting 
up of partners alongside Him. There are people who in fact follow this 
claim and even proclaim it. 

From among these people are some who present the hadeeth 1 from Al- 
Aswad ibnu Sari c (ra) as a proof. Therefore, the completely ignorant 
mushrik 2 will be trialed on the Day of Resurrection. And after the trial he 
will enter Paradise as a Muslim soul. But this narration actually means that 
he who is tested cannot be a Muslim until he passes the trial. Hence, there 
is no doubt that before the trial he was a mushrik. 

If someone didn't give much thought to this statement he could claim that 
the completely ignorant mushrik will be forgiven after his trial in the 
herafter and this would also be contradictory to the above mentioned 
Ayah from the Qur'an. 

In reality, the completely ignorant mushrik however, was not even 
mukallaf 3 4 while in this world, whereas the ordinary man who received 
knowledge was very well mukallaf. The laws of obligations and 
prohibitions are only valid after qiyaam ul-hujjah A . Therefore, he is 
considered as one who did not act contrary to the obligations which are 
proclaimed by the Prophets (as) and will therefore not be exposed to any 
punishment. So he for whom tawheed 5 was not made binding and shirk 
not banned by the text 6 , is not called a denier in this meaning. 


1 Hadeeth: narration. 

2 al-mushriku-l-jaahil: the ignorant mushrik who will be trialed. He is one who is in a 
state of ignorance of the guidance from Allah because the evidence did not reach him. 

3 Mukallaf: he was not obligated and he was not responsible. This means that he was 
one of those who were not put on trial in this world. 

4 Qiyaam ul-hujjah: obtaining knowledge by receiving the message which is proclaimed 
by the Prophets (as). 

5 Tawheed: the concept of monotheism. 

6 The books of revelation and the words of the Prophets (as). 
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The Third Evidence 


The Muslim will not be tested on the Day of Resurrection according to the 
ijmaa cl . So he who is put on trial on the Day of Resurrection (was not a 
Muslim in the dunya) cannot be a Muslim. 


Imaam Ahmad narrated in his musnad from Al-Aswad ibnu Sari c that the 
Prophet (saws) said: 


Q s' Jj * * ' f 0 si'- O'- s° * * ' 

jiJ £jj <j oU £^*4 

i5ij $.i^r will j 1^3 ijls 

^ ^ ^ ^ 0 ^0 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / O Q s' jJ ^ f S ® 

l* 3y4-^ <3 ^3 

JJL£- (_£JJl^i 3 ^ jUJl ljX>ol 01 11 a.o'^ l) viJJ 

^jS- 3 ^ ^ ^ 1 p 3 lS ISJj p. ^ ? 1 p c^JlS -0 iJ^l^o 

aILp cJl5" 14 -LpS jXi o^-T <j 3 ll 5j| ^Ip IJla J^p j^l jp jp 

L^-3 cL^>c^vo L^ 1 >-Jj °i 3 r *5 ^-y 


"There will be four people on the Day of Judgment: A deaf one who 
cannot hear anything, one who is mentally disabled, one who is of very 
old age and one who died in the fatrah 1 2 . The deaf one will say, "Oh my 
Lord, Islam came but I could not hear anything!" The mentally disabled 
will say, "Oh my Lord, Islam came and the kids were throwing dung at 
me!" The very old one will say, "Oh my Lord, Islam came but I did not 
understand!" And the one who died in the fatrah will say, "Oh my Lord, 
none of your prophets came to me!" Thereupon Allah will take a 


1 Ijmaa c \ scholarly consensus. 

2 Fatrah: The time or place when or where it was not possible to receive the message of 
a prophet. 


18 





The Forgotten Monotheism 


covenant from them saying that they have to obey him. Then Allah will 
let a message come to them, "Enter the fire". The Prophet said, "I swear 
by the one in Who's Hand the soul of Muhammad is, if they would enter 
this fire it would be cool and comfortable for them!" Abu Hurairah 
narrated the same hadeeth with the following addition: "Whoever enters 
it, it will be cool and comfortable for him and whoever refuses to enter 
will be dragged into it (into the real Fire)!" 

Ibn ul-Qayyim (rah 1 ) mentioned the transmission paths of this narration in 
his book ‘Ahkaamu Ahli-dh-Dhimmah’ (Volume 2, pg. 650). After 
mentioning them he said: 


JiU3-l ? Lg-yb-xj wli twjLJl 

o ^Lg-Cb-xj 
l$S jl? c*o-lxJ wii Lg-Jg.xj -Lio ol)L.. vg"* ^ 

<L«JI L&ljij wiij j ^ aw! 0^ Ax-Ji *Xx_^ >rj 


„The ahaadeeth 2 dealing with this subject are numerous so that they 
strengthen one another and the scholars of hadeeth confirmed some of 
them as saheeh 3 , such as Al-Bayhaqi and Abd ul-Haqq and others 
confirmed the hadeeth from Al-Aswad. As well as the hadeeth of Abu 
Hurairah ...Moreover, the a'immah 4 of Islam narrated them and wrote 
them down in their books without criticizing them." 


In the same book Ibn ul-Qayyim, mentions twenty points refuting the 
claim of those who deny this trial. The proofs mentioned by him are 


1 Rahimahullah: may Allah have mercy upon him. 

2 Ahaadeeth: plural of hadeeth. 

3 Saheeh: Literally meaning sound or correct. In the classifications of hadeeth this 
term presents a very high level of correctness. 

4 A'immah: plural of imam (leader/scholar). 
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correct because they are extracted from the Qur'an and the Sunnah and 
Allah knows best. 

Among the scholars there is a difference of opinion concerning this trial. 
The difference of opinion however, does not bother us in any way because 
firstly, those scholars who completely deny this trial generally say that 
there is no mushrik who will ever be excused (due to his ignorance) and 
that all the mushrikeen 1 have received the evidence. In their view anyone 
who dies in the state of shirk will definitely dwell in hellfire forever. So it is 
clear that there is no indication whatsoever in any of the two scholarly 
opinions, which supports the opinion of those who declare the 
mushrikeen to Muslims. 

Indeed both of the opinions - by the Grace of Allah - are plain and serious 
evidences. Once again it has been made apparent that the scholars are in 
agreement concerning this matter: Whoever worships anything other than 
or besides Allah is certainly not a Muslim, indeed he is a mushrik. Either he 
will enter hellfire directly or if he was an ignorant mushrik in this world he 
will first be faced with a trial on the Day of Judgment. It is however clear: 
he is definitely a mushrik because a Muslim will not be trialed on the Day 
of Judgment. 


1 Mushrikeen: mushrikoon. 
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The Fourth Evidence 

Only a Muslim Soul Enters Paradise. 

Bukhary narrates in his saheeh from Abu Hurairah and the same from 
Abdullah Ibn Mas c ood in another hadeeth that the Prophet (saws) said: 

Aj^rl 


"For none will enter paradise but a Muslim soul". 

The ignorant mushrik then therefore never enters paradise except by 
becoming a Muslim through a trial which he will receive on the Day of 
Judgment. In this world he was an ignorant mushrik - there is no doubt 
about that. 


The Fifth Evidence 

Every matter has a basis. How can one ever be a Muslim if he has not 
recognized and implemented the basis of Islam? 

Bukhary narrates from Ibnu c Umar (ra 1 ) that the Prophet (saws) said: 

sis-si ttyj <£&Ji (Aitj a1!i ij jJ. Sfj ii)i y\ alt v 5i jsip. ^ ^ 

"Islam is built upon five [pillars]: the testimony that there is no god but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing 
salaah 2 , paying the zakaah 3 , hajj 4 and fasting Ramadaan. In a different 


1 Radiya Allahu c anhu: may Allah be pleased with him. 

2 Salaah: regular prayer. 

3 Zakaah: poor-due, obligation on Muslims to pay a certain amount from their wealth. 

4 Hajj: pilgrimage. 
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narration it is stated: "Islam is built upon five [pillars]: Imaan 1 in Allah 
and His Messenger (saws), the five prayers,..."" 

In another narration from Muslim it is stated: 


aA) i I) 1 ^lp 


"...to make Allah One,..." 

And in another narration from him: 


Ic jl p 


"...that Allah is worshipped and everything besides Him rejected..." 

This is the basis of Islam upon which our deen is built. Very well then, 
which house remains intact after its foundation has been removed? 

Abd ul-Latif and Ishaaq, the sons of Abd ur-Rahman Aali ash-Shaykh and 
Ibnu Sahman narrate from Ibn ul-Qayyim: 

^ I 'jJi y* a*Lu i y£ o-Up 

y&2 ilj-iJt U \j... p Q . 0 XJ jA>H i y* -Up j 

j! i aJApIEj aI^I 4^2jlx* ap' , I^ ^ g.Ip 

ill Sll aJI 

« s 


"For him he is like those of Ahl ul-fatrah 2 , who were not reached by the 
message of any prophet. And both kinds of people cannot be judged as 
Muslims and they do not come under the category of those who are 
allowed to be called Muslims, not even for those who do not make 
takfeer 3 on some of them...The term "shirk" must be applied to them and 


1 Imaan: belief in Allah with full sincerity of the heart, proclamation with the tongue, 
action with the limbs. 

2 Ahl ul-fatrah: people who lived in the time of fatrah. 

3 Takfeer: judging someone to be a kaafir. 
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its meaning deals with them. Now then, what part of Islam remains after 
"La llaha illa-llah - There is no one worthy of worship except Allah" - its 
basis and mightiest foundation is disrupted? 1 " 


The Sixth Evidence 

In this deen legal terms 2 are used for a person when they apply to him. A 
person will be called according to the deed which he does - rationally, by 
consensus, linguistically in all languages and according to the laws of 
Islam. This is clear and comprehensible to everyone. 

Hence, he who drinks alcohol will be called an alcohol drinking person, he 
who commits adultery will be called an adulterer. He who worships 
something other than Allah will be called a worshipper of something other 
than Allah 3 . Thus, he who commits shirk will be called a mushrik and he 
who commits kufr 4 will be called a kaafir. The reader should not become 
confused here concerning the subject of takfeer. 

The laws of kufr 5 can only then be completely applied to a person once he 
has received the Prophetic Message and has rejected it. According to the 
general view of Ahl us-sunnah wal-Jama c a 6 the term kufr 1 - in this sense - 


1 Takfeer u\-Mu c ayyan... p. 43, by Ishaaq ibn Abd ir-Rahman Aali ash-Shaykh. 

2 Legal terms: al-Asmaa' ash-Shar c iyyah. 

3 These expressions have been chosen in order to bring the reader closer to the 
meaning of the words in Arabic. 

4 Kufr: The original linguistic meaning of kafara is satara, which means to cover 
something. Its Islamic meaning is to cover up the truth. A kaafir knows the truth about 
Allah and his deen, but turns away from it and tries to cover it. 

5 Ahkam ul-kufr: These ahkam (laws] refer either to the hereafter (for example that the 
kaafir will not enter Paradise] or to this world (for example that the kaafir may be 
attacked in a war situation without repeating the Prophetic Message to him: he already 
received it and knows it. To compare, the people of fatrah are unfamiliar with this 
message]. 

6 Ahl us-sunnah wal-Jama c a\ followers of the sunnah and the community. 
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is only then applied after a person has received the Message and the 
evidences and he is no more ignorant of the truth. He has committed kufr 
if he then turns away from it or declares it to be a lie. 

Being in the state of a mushrik however is a state in which one finds 
himself - irrelevant of the fact whether he received Allah's (swt) Message 
or not. The term mushrik can however also be applied to a person before 
he receives the Message. Hence, one must differentiate between shirk 
and kufr in the described manner. The laws of kufr will be applied to him 
according to his state, for instance the rulings concerning marriage 
between a Muslim and a mushrik. 

The laws of battle and punishment though, are not applied to him in this 
world and the Hereafter, as mentioned above. These laws are only then 
relevant after he has received the Message, turned away from it and has 
become a kaafir. From now on he deserves to be treated according to all 
laws of kufr. 


1 The so-called Kufru-t-ta c dhib is a term which the scholars describe as the type of kufr 
which is committed after receiving the Message and the price of this type of kufr is the 
punishment for him in the hereafter (so long as he does not repent before his death). 
The fact that every mushrik is a kaafir in the more general sense is clear - as Allah says 
in the Qur'an: 

jjLwO' Uj aAJIj JilS" 

"It is He Who has created you; and of you are some that are kaafirs and some that are 
Believers: and Allah sees well all that ye do." (At-Taghabun 64:2) 

The scholars mean to say with this differentiation: If a mushrik did not receive the 
Prophetic Message then he is obviously, in the general sense of the word, a kaafir. At 
the same time the term Kufru-t-ta c dhib cannot be applied to him. Also, some scholars 
(for example of the Da c wah Najdiyyah) say, "We do not make takfeer on those 
mushrikeen’’. They mean to say that the people of fatrah are in fact mushrikoon but on 
account of their ignorance one cannot say that they commit the type of kufr for which 
one receives the punishment in the hereafter. For a detailed description see in Arabic: 
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The Muslim who commits shirk leaves Islam thereby: he has committed 
apostasy - whether he did this out of ignorance or incorrect interpretation 
of the evidences 1 . It is however not permitted to implement all the laws of 
kufr on him before he receives the evidences. 


In this regard Ibnu Taymiyyah said: 

jLH jtH <3 L*a*j aIJI JILi Aij 

iLSiSj L^-Tp ^jJL* 01 o-isj 

2-~jUjcJI l*lj rL-s 5L*L>?3 ^pL??-: (JL&j 


"4s regards legal terms and rulings, Allah separated some of them and 
united some of them concerning that which was before the Risaalah 2 and 
that which was after it. Therefore, the term mushrik is applied to a 
person (who commits shirk) before he receives the Message because he 
is already worshipping something besides Allah and equalizing 
something with Him and worshipping others than Him. So these terms 
exist before the coming of a Prophet. Just like the term jahl 3 and 
jaahiliyya 4 . The terms jaahiliyya and jaahil are used even before the 
arrival of a Prophet. As for the punishment, there is none in this case. 5 " 


1 Translator's note: If he committed shirk out of ignorance then retrospectively he was 
never a Muslim but it was never apparent (his shirk was not obvious until then). As a 
matter of fact he was a mushrik even if he was considered to be a Muslim prior to this 
incident (according to the laws of kufr). 

As soon as a person's shirk becomes apparent he must be treated as a mushrik without 
hesitation. Many people do not pay attention to this point and therefore generate 
several problems for themselves. A thorough explanation will follow. 

2 Risaalah: the Message of a Prophet. 

3 Jahl: ignorance. 

4 Jaahiliyya: time of ignorance. 

5 Majmu c ul-Fataawa 20/37. 
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May Allah guide us to the Truth - note how he explains the requirement 
needed to describe someone as a mushrik. Note how he uses the Arabic 
term "<jj" for emphasis and confirms the matter thereby. 

It is obvious from his statement that a person is a mushrik if he commits 
"shirk akbar nl and he can certainly not be a Muslim. This is actually 
contrary to the lies which people have fabricated against him concerning 
his opinion in this matter. 


Explanations by Ibnu Hazm 

I-L&J ^jaJ! (j Ji y* (Jlij 

jfa fa “W- 5, J®' o' Jh* ^ ^ 

yLSiilj ^jl Qlj U-® 4jl .3 - ot ^ L® 


"And Allah says: but if they repent (from shirk), establish regular prayers 
and give zakaah, they are your brethren in Faith. This is a clear text 
which indicates that he who performs the prayer from amongst the 
people of the Islamic shahaadah 1 2 and gives zakaah, joins our deen as our 
brother. And Allah the Exalted did not say: as long as he does not commit 
major sins. So the correct (opinion) is that he is from us (Muslims) even if 
he commits major sins 3 . 4 " 


Notice how Ibnu Hazm is in conformity with the consensus of all scholars, 
especially with the scholars of tafseer 5 : It is not obligatory for a person to 
be free from major sins to be a Muslim. He must merely be free from 
shirk. He says further: 


1 Shirk akbar: major shirk, it brings one out of the fold of Islam. 

2 Shahaadah: to bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah. 

3 Major sins: kabaa'ir. 

4 287 :3 til Jy j J-*^ - e-lySljj Jdil j J-juiil 

5 Tafseer: explanation of the Holy Qur'an. 
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ijlj aUI aJ| M 4jl**Jj (Jlsj 4*3 t^-l-Uo *)! I^ULpI uLlj -Ajbpl y* ^Jpl jjX» JLsj 

4-dp 4i) I ^l*/2 — i *^a—u ^ y^ i Sy ^ ^ £■ ^ r " k 4 ^ ^-9 Ai) i ^ -C 4 -^- 

"And all other Muslims say 1 : "He who is convinced with his heart and 
without any doubt whatsoever and says with his tongue, 'there is none 
worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger' and 
that all what he (saws) came with is the truth and frees himself from 
every deen except the deen of Muhammad (saws), verily he is truly a 
Muslim Mu’min 2 ". 3 4 " 

Just take a look at how he narrates the well-known conditions of Islam. He 
knows that a person can never be a Muslim as long as he does not know 
and is not completely convinced that none is allowed to be worshipped 
other than Allah. So how can a person be a Muslim if he worships 
something other than Allah? 

As Ibnu Hazm explains: Islam is impossible even by the mere ignorance of 
this matter. So how can the ignorance of a mushrik suddenly transform 
him into a Muslim, taking into account that he cannot even be a Muslim 
without this knowledge? 

Additionally, one must reject every deen other than Islam and practice al- 
kufru bit-taghoot^. How can one reject the deen of the mushrikeen when 
his actions (of shirk) are identical to the mushrikeen? How can one make 
kufr against at-taghoot (reject him) and not worship him while wor¬ 
shipping him at the same time? Is there a greater contradiction than that? 


1 He means in contrary to the Mu c tazilah who say, “he who has not recognized the truth 
by the laws of philosophy is not a Muslim”. 

2 Mu’min: a person who has imaan. 

3 67 :4 , JV-Cu-iS/l -tipi y° Jp - J^uJlj «-l_5-»\!l_5 J-tit j J-Aiiil 

4 Ai-kufru bit-taghoot: rejecting and denying anything and anyone which is worshipped 
other than Allah. 
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Ibnu Hazm says further: 


o^pllaJb l)I <3 a^~l ^jyj t- g q Lu-o ^ 

^-L*^ 4 y°y° 4jU Us *y ^jjl ojiytlU 


"There is no difference in opinion between us and them and anyone from 
the (Islamic) ummah 1 in this, that whoever practices kufr bit-taghoot and 
believes in Allah and grasps the most trustworthy handhold (i.e. Islam) 
that will never break, then he is indeed a Mu'min Muslim. 2 " 


Further Statements from Ibnu Taymiyyah (ra) 

This chapter simply serves as a confirmation of that which has already 
been said. What has been mentioned is entirely clear, it is not possible to 
add more to make it clearer. This is merely a chapter refuting some of the 
erroneous beliefs which have become widespread concerning Ibnu 
Taymiyyah. What is narrated in the Qur'an, Sunnah and the consensus is 
sufficient as evidence. However, he who is only reassured with the 
evidences of Qur'an and Sunnah once he sees that Ibnu Taymiyyah also 
confirms these, for such a person we can just plead for Allah's Guidance. 


As mentioned above, whenever the scholars said, "We do not make 
takfeer on this mushrik because the Message has not reached him", they 
did not mean that he is a Muslim - they simply meant thereby that he is 
indeed a mushrik and that he did not commit kufr for which he will be 
punished - the Message has just simply not reached him. This is known to 
everyone who knows their books. May Allah be merciful to them. 


Ibnu Taymiyyah (ra) says: 

<up lUJs Isa.yi ^ aJ ^ aJJI 1)1 

... al*- & ,i-frl cy- lacgi " N 


1 Ummah: community, nation. 

2 284 :3 bf Jilt j 
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^ ^ dlpSj AjSIIPj 4^0 A_U ^ysl>-\ ^y> 4 UI i^ r j\JS- *>\i 

^|L>- jj g i aJLap!^ Oj^S- OiLp^ AioLp ^jp j g i aJ^ju Ij Aj 

jJaj A^l JS~\ ^P 1 -ati°~o Jj*-\ ^js' ^Ip I-L&j aUI ©Slip -tj 

^2*3 4J1 o-i-u <j^~ 'a>~i aUi 0^3 .o^-p ilo a_ui ^ 

^P j\Sc2~3 NT ii^iv4 L^lp-b NT AAp^* A_T1I«3 AAa^I Q>-Jj ^Al Aj*Xxj Ail LiSj 

^ji jilji Vj <3 3 o^p-tii a*i*j ^1 ajj oSUp 

°1 ^J-Ti ‘sJl J! ~t*J 1-T^-l jljb Alii aLa*1*j Vj jb^ ^ ^ C~0 *y u/^ 

0^~'^ 3 A-3i>*-«Jl &^Ji]\ 3 dTTjlJ T^AjrtTkJI 3 A-Jl Oj&'l A*J_*j 

.jl^’l iiji OfrUr Ujf 


"Ihe servant is obliged to worship Allah, offering Him sincere devotion as 
well as his obligation to call upon Him with sincere devotion. This 
obligation is not cancelled out in any situation. Only the people of 
tawheed will enter Paradise and they are the people of La llaaha ilia 
Allah. This is Allah's Right over his servants...They will surely not escape 
Allah's Punishment, except if they devote their deen to Allah, worship 
Allah alone and only call upon Him with sincere devotion. And he who 
does not attribute others besides Allah and at the same time also does 
not worship Him, leaves the worship completely - like Pharaoh and his 
likes. They are even worse than the mushrikeen. So it is definitely 
obligatory for every person to worship Allah alone, always and in every 
situation. So this is the general Islam 1 and Allah accepts no deen apart 
from this Islam. 

Allah however, does not punish anyone before He sends a Prophet to 
him, just like He only allows the Muslim soul of a Mu'min to enter 
Paradise. No mushrik and no arrogant man who hesitated to worship 


1 The so called 'general Islam' is the one Message of all Prophets, the true monotheism. 
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Allah will enter it. Those to whom the da c wah 1 did not reach in the 
dunya, they will be exposed to a trial on the Day of Judgment and no one 
will enter the Fire except those who followed shaytaan. He who did not 
commit any sins, will not enter the Fire and likewise Allah will not punish 
anyone with the Fire until He has sent a Prophet to him. Those to whom 
the Message did not reach, such as the children, the mentally ill and 
those who died in the times offatrah, they will be tested in the Hereafter 
as we know from the narrations. 2 " 


He also says: 

tal 4 j I ojjf . .'Q ) 0 U l^uSji : $ 

jCaJ' jkj aJjj )i j olSlj if>- j jSsj w\i 

ji&b jlislij' jJb AXvsjjJ jl Jl clJJwb I 

^jA ^ y+S>rj£-, ^jA 4j 

^Jj^Jb jjdJl ja Jj&Sl 

^ 3 * * * j*^**~l ^ 3^3 ^ i - ^ 1^3 01 bI jj-y2-u IaI!j 

IwL>-! il^rl °i 4^>-Lb? AJCzi J-jP 4 JC 23 JS"lb J5" \y\jcl»\ ^~^3 

... i! jJiJJ \ <1^*5 ^ : cJlii &U l Jla : J-Ii 


"The shaytaan often appears in the form of someone to whom 
supplications are made (instead of Allah, in matters where only Allah can 
help). Usually this person is already dead. Sometimes it also occurs that 
he appears in the form of a living person, without this person realizing 
that people call upon him. It is the shaytaan who has taken up this 
person's shape in order to make the deluded mushrik, who is calling 
upon him for help (instead of Allah) to think that this person answered 


1 Da c wah: the call, the Message of the Prophets. 

2 Majmu c ul-Fataawa 14: 477 
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him personally while in reality it was shaytaan. This happens to the 
kuffaar who call upon the people for help, whether dead or living - those 
whom they think well of, for instance the Christians who call upon their 
saints. It also happens to the people of shirk and error, who consider 
themselves to be in Islam but call upon the living and dead (instead of 
Allah) for help. The shaytaan appears to them in the form of a person 
whom they call upon for help. This person however, does not know 
anything about that...Like this, many people have told me that they 
called upon me for help 1 . Each one of them informed me of a different 
incident. I told them all that I did not respond to any of them and do not 
know of any such occurrence. They replied: "Maybe it was an angel who 
helped us." So I told them: "The angels don't help the mushrikeen...". 2 " 

The seventh evidence 


The mushrik surely does not fulfill the condition of knowledge from the 
conditions of La ilaaha ilia Allah. How can he then be a Muslim? 

All scholars are in agreement that a person can only then be a Muslim 
when he fulfills the condition of knowledge: 



"Know, therefore, that there is no ilaah but Allah." 3 

Usually when someone worships anything other than Allah, he does it 
because he perceives in it godly attributes. Or at least we can say that he 
definitely thinks it deserves to be worshipped. If he does not think like this 
then he can anyway not be an ignorant mushrik but rather a mushrik who 
is consciously negligent and therefore a kaafir because the Message has 
reached him and he knows it is wrong to worship something other than 


1 Istighaatha 

2 Majmu c ul-Fataawa 19: 47/48. 

3 Surah Muhammad 47:19. 
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Allah (swt) and he knows that no one deserves to be worshipped except 
Allah (swt). 

He however, worships something else regardless of this knowledge. Some 
people would like to prove their misconception by giving an example. They 
describe a possible situation, which actually proves the exact opposite of 
what they are trying to convey. Additionally, the example they provide is 
highly unlikely to occur. The possible situation goes as follows: 

"How would it be if a man living in a secluded village, separated from 
civilization and a calamity befalls him. He turns for help to the only 
shaykh 1 in the village - a Sufi shaykh. The man has only heard well of 
this shaykh and all the people confirm that he is a knowledgeable man. It 
is not possible for this man to travel in order to hear the opinions of 
other scholars. The Message has not reached this man and he has no 
opportunity to obtain the Truth. So this man goes to the shaykh to ask 
him which steps he should take. The shaykh replies: "The Prophet (saw) 
says in an authentically narrated saheeh hadeeth with a correct 
narration chain (as he claims): 'If the breast feels tight, then calling upon 
the dwellers of the graves is right (the well-known, cursed and false 
hadeeth).'" Thereupon the man goes and supplicates to the dead for that 
which nobody can fulfill except Allah - and ends up committing shirk. So 
one can say that this man actually intended nothing else but to obey 
Allah and His Prophet and to do that which the Prophet (saw) instructed 
him to do." 

Notice, this man (given in the example) surely does not know the meaning 
of La ilaaha ilia Allah. He does not know that he is only allowed to worship 
Allah alone and that it is not allowed to attribute anything or anyone to 
Allah in any situation. Believing in such an advice contradicts the 
fundamental principle of Islam and therefore belief in this deen. 

In addition, the man thinks that the dead can benefit and harm him and 
are able to relieve him from his problems - but who is able to do that 


1 Shaykh: scholar. 
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except Allah? Nobody and nothing. Therefore, only Allah's help alone must 
be sought. 

People who raise such shubuhaat 1 need only to reflect upon the basis of 
this deen, without at the same time following their own desires and 
strangely having their own views confirmed at the same time. In reality, 
they need to think over this matter once but thoroughly and honestly - 
and very soon the matter will become clear. 

A Muslim who has understood the basis of this deen and comes across the 
"hadeeth" mentioned in the 'possible situation', for him it is immediately 
clear and logical that this hadeeth is nothing but false: it obviously 
contradicts the basis of Islam, the basis which will permanently remain. 

This does not mean that a person who is ignorant of one specific form of 
c ibaada 2 from all the existing forms in Islam cannot be a Muslim. Maybe 
he is even unfamiliar with a lot of them. What however does make a 
difference is the ignorance of the fundamental principle of Islam: that 
everything which Allah has ordered mankind to do, ought to be done by 
seeking only His favour and not the favour of others and not by means of 
others. The person unfamiliar with this principle cannot be a Muslim. 

The c lbaada of al-Nadhr 3 is an example of one form of c ibaada. Ignorance 
of this form of c ibaada does not affect the validity of his faith. On the other 
hand, if he sees that people are performing this form of c ibaada for other 
than Allah (swt) then he must reject and rebuke it immediately. 

If he follows this event by imitating them instead of rejecting them 
(thereby violating the fundamental principle of this deen) he cannot be 
regarded as a Muslim any longer. This is because he is expected to have 


1 Shubuhaat: spurious and erroneous arguments, fallacies. 

2 c Ibaada: worship. 

3 c lbaada of al-Nadhr: obliging oneself to do a voluntary act of good that is not 
obligatory. 
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already received the Message that only Allah alone has the right to be 
worshipped. 

If in the time of the Prophet (saws) one of the mushrikeen from the Arabs 
embraced Islam but continued to worship Al-Laat, AI- c Uzza and Manaat 1 , 
would the Muslims of then say he is a Muslim? 


The Eighth Evidence 

A mushrik surely does not fulfill the condition of ikhlaas 2 from the 
conditions of La ilaaha ilia Allah (scholars have unanimously agreed 
upon this). So how can he be a Muslim? 

This principle has already been explained in point one. I mention it 
separately here again due to its significance. One who does not perform 
his worship completely surrendering himself only to Allah (swt) alone, 
offering Him sincere devotion, violates the shahaadah entirely and can 
never be a Muslim. This is considered as the mightiest evidences for the 
basis of this deen. An agreement of the scholars also exists that the Islam 
of a person is not accepted as long as he is committing shirk. Allah says: 

Ja ij jjljl fllijjl IjjTj Ijjb 

"But if they make tawbah 3 , perform the prayer and give zakaah, then 
they are your brethren in deen and we explain the ayaat 4 in detail for a 
people who know. " 5 

Al-Qurtuby says about this vers: 


1 Al-Laat, Al- c Uzza and Manaat: idols which where worshipped in the time of jaahiliyya. 

2 Ikhlaas: offering Him sincere devotion implies purging one's soul of non-Islamic 
beliefs. 

3 Tawbah: repentance. 

4 Ayaat: verses. 

5 Surah At-Tawbah 9:11. 
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^ jS. Jl <l)ls 


"7/ they then make tawbah' - meaning tawbah from shirk. All the 
scholars oftafseer and all a'immah have agreed unanimously concerning 


this." 
Allah says: 



"Except those who repent, correct it, hold fast to Allah and purify their 
deen (from shirk) for Allah, then they will be with the Mu'mineen. And 
Allah will grant the Mu'mineen a great reward." 1 

Ibnu Taymiyyah (ra) says: 



.... ^ jjj 


"To serve Allah with ikhlaas is the one and only Religion which Allah 
accepts. For the spread of this deen he sent all the Prophets and revealed 
all the Books. The great scholars amongst the people of imaan have 
agreed upon this. This is the essence of the call of all Prophets and the 


1 Surah An-Nisaa' 4:146. 
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axis of the Qur'an, around which everything rotates. Allah (swt) says in 
the Qur'an: 

ilil jpJb kUIJj djif U| (*) dr? 

jjjJl 4AJ a] 


"77?e revelation of this Book is from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 
Verily, we have sent down the Book to you in Truth. So, worship Allah 
sincerely for His sake only. Surely, the pure deen (ad-deen ul-khaalis 
[from shirk]) is for Allah only". 1 ” 

Shaykh ul-lslam continues: 


"Surah az-Zumar as a whole deals with this matter. Just like the 
following verse from the same chapter: 




"Say: Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah with sincere devotion. 
And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be the first of those who 
submit themselves to Allah as Muslims". 2 


Until His (swt) Words: 




"Say: (Only) Allah alone I worship, by performing my deen purely (i.e. 
free from shirk) for Him." 3 

Until His (swt) Words: 

4<Uji illljSjpuj 4.L£ 


1 Surah Az-Zumar 39:1-3. 

2 Surah Az-Zumar 39:11-12. 

3 Surah Az-Zumar 39:14. 
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"Is not Allah Sufficient for His slave? Yet they try to frighten you with 
those (whom they worship) besides Him." 1 " 2 


The Ninth Evidence 


The mushrik definitely does not fulfill the condition of kufr bit-taghoot 
from the conditions of La ilaaha ilia Allah. So how can he be Muslim? 


Even though the requirement of rejecting and denying anything and 
anyone which is worshipped other than Allah is already included in the 
mentioned requirements, it is additionally repeated by some scholars due 
to its significance. He who submits to Allah (swt) alone, will automatically 
and simultaneously reject and refuse the taghoot 3 (due to the antagonistic 
nature of tawheed and shirk). 


Allah (swt) says: 

f } $ $2 ^ ^ 'f. ^ 0 O V 

OjPlJaJl 1 j i j> 


"And verily We have sent among every ummah a Messenger 
(proclaiming): worship Allah and avoid taghoot." 4 

fljotjp ^ <d!l IjjUIj U&j -Iju OjPliaJl 


"Those who avoid the taghoot by not worshipping them and turn to 
Allah (in repentance), for them are glad tidings. So announce the good 
news to My slaves." 5 


1 Surah Az-Zumar 39:36. 

2 Majmu c u-1-Fatawa 10:49. 

3 Everything and everyone who is worshipped beside Allah. 

4 Surah An-Nahl 16:36. 

5 Surah Az-Zumar 39:17. 
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Allah explains here that He ordered all of the Prophets to refrain from the 
taghoot and to call their nations to refrain from it by refusing its worship. 
It is impossible for a person to be a Muslim without implementing kufr bit- 
taghoot into his life. As Allah (swt) says: 


OjfcllaJl* jiio ja iijJl AS jil 

■A 1 _Lc- • a .. lijla lii N 3jiii Sa jdb T1 r.. X 




"There is no compulsion in deen. Verily, the Right Path has become 
distinct from the wrong path. So whosoever disbelieves (rejects and 
refuses) the taghoot and has imaan in Allah, then he has grasped the 
most trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, 
All-Knower ." 1 


The scholars of tafseer are in agreement that the most trustworthy 
handhold mentioned here is referring to Islam itself. The narration from 
Muslim has already been mentioned above: that Islam is built upon "...the 
worship of Allah as One and Unique" 2 . And in another narration: "...that 
(only) Allah is worshipped and one makes kufr (rejects and refuses) with 
all that which is worshipped apart from Him". 

Muslim also narrated from Abu Malik who narrated from his father, who 
said: "I heard the Prophet (saws) saying: 'whoever says La ilaaha ilia 
Allah and makes kufr with all that which is worshipped other than Him, 
his property and life is thereafter forbidden for us and his reckoning is 
with Allah'". In another narration: "Whoever declares Allah as One (in 
worship)...". The rest of the hadeeth is identical to the rest of the former 
narration mentioned. 


So we ask, can a person supplicate to an imaginary god for his living, his 
success or anything else, which only Allah can be asked for and at the 


1 Surah Al-Baqarah 2:256. 

2 In this text the word 'yuwahhada' is mentioned, which is derived from the word 
'tawheedf The arabic text was mentioned previously. 
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same time refuse these false gods? Most importantly, kufr bit-taghoot is 
fulfilled by refraining from it and from refraining from its worship and 
everything else relating to it. 


The Tenth Evidence 


The mushrik does not even fulfill the first duty in order for him to be able 
to enter Islam. 


A valid shahaadah requires its implementation with all its conditions, as 
well as c ibaada and tawheed for Allah. One cannot be a Muslim without 
fulfilling this condition. The first duty which a person is ordered to fulfill is 
the confession of belief, La ilaaha ilia Allah. This includes the fulfillment of 
all its requirements, outwardly and inwardly. This is undoubtedly the task 
which is demanded from him. It is not sufficient to merely fulfill the 
apparent and outward requirements 1 . If he appears to be a Muslim then 
we expect that he also fulfills the requirements of a Muslim inwardly 2 . 


Bukhary narrates from Ibnu c Abbas (ra): 

JJJ 4JJI Si I SJl y (Jl Jill (Ji ijjl liUi of 


(3 1 6 -i>~ dl .^g-Llpll OJJa! f^l^l dll ‘UJl J 

ppCpsA li-p I^lj^f j p-jpF Jp'jTA 4JJI of p-pLpll lilJjJ fjplLf dll illij 


1 One who is practicing Islam in a way that one appears to be Muslim outwardly but 
inwardly he opposes it. 

2 As long as we do not see anything from him that would nullify his Islam, we regard 
him as a Muslim - even if in reality he is not a Muslim. The hypocrites ( Munafiqoon ) for 
example appear extraordinarily Islamic but inwardly they are the opposite. If we but 
clearly see shirk from someone, we conclude with certainty that he has not fulfilled the 
requirements to be a Muslim and hence the requirements of the Islam which he was 
ordered to practice. 
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ail 


l^sjp tils aJJI «5Up aISI U jjf 4 J ajIjj jj ls Ip Syj 


,il*J 4lil il)l ,il 


» i i’|S I' 'isf 


The Prophet (saws) sent Mu c aadh (ra) to Yemen. He said to Mua c aadh 
(ra): "Call them to the shahaadah, that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah and that I am the Prophet of Allah. If they follow you in that 
then teach them that Allah has ordered to perform five compulsory 
prayers in the day and in the night. If they follow you in that, then teach 
them that Allah has made it obligatory to give zakaah, which will be 
taken from the rich and returned to the poor." 

In another narration: 


"The first upon which you call them should be to worship Allah. If they 
then know Allah, teach them..." 

In a third narration: 


"The first upon which you call them should be that they declare Allah as 
One (in worship) 1 . 


Al-Bukhary and Muslim narrate from Sahl ibnu Sa c d (ra) that he said: 

\js- Ajj^Jl ^jj\ A.LP aUI ^jP - 

^ | 15L11 ^Ul Cl ajJj Jp 

Aj Ijfp. ^ 015"" aJ IpOj 4-JLP Jjyg«3 A-JUP ^3 <jUi3 

^ ^ ^ i-'-vQ 3 jju ^_ 3 ~p 3 Ldjw® t ^ ^ ijis 1 3LLL3 oLi^pL? 

01 ^r 4 Oil 3^" % ^^ r J *i^ ^IJl C£wL^j OS/ a11Ij3 ^_^1p Lc <3! 

*-*Jl ji*- till 


1 In Arabic: 'an yuwahhidullah'. 
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"The Prophet (saws) said on the day of Khaibar: "Verily, tomorrow I will 
give the flag to a man through whose hands Allah will grant us victory. 
He loves Allah and His Messenger, and he is loved by Allah and His 
Messenger." So the people waited during that night, wondering as to 
whom he would give the flag. (On the next day) each one of them was 
hoping to be given the flag. The Prophet (saws) asked: "Where is Ali 
(ra)?" It was said, "he is suffering from eye trouble". So the Prophet 
(saws) spat in AH's (ra) eyes and supplicated for him and verily his 
condition improved as if he never had pain. So he gave him the flag. 
Hereupon Ali (ra) said: "I will fight them until they are like us". The 
Prophet (saws) responded: "Move forward cautiously until you reach 
them. Then call them to Islam and inform them of what was imposed as 
a duty upon them. By Allah, even if Allah guides a single person through 
you then this is better for you than possessing red camels"." 

The prohibition of shirk comes above all other prohibitions, Allah says: 



"Say: Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not 
anything in worship with Him; be good and dutiful to your parents, kill 
not your children because of poverty." 1 

Allah (swt) informs us in the Qur'an that this was the Message which every 
Prophet conveyed to his nation. All scholars have unanimously agreed that 
tawheed was the first which all Prophets called their nations to. And He 
says: 



"Worship Allah (alone)! You have no other ilaah but Him." 2 


1 Al-An c aam 6:151. 

2 Al-’A c raaf 7:59. 
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The Eleventh Evidence 


The mushrikoon from the early Arabs were definitely not Muslims. 

To be honest, all people who do not differentiate between a Muslim and a 
mushrik ought to declare (according to their own incorrect c aqeedah 1 ) the 
majority of the mushrikeen from the Arabs 2 and many others to Muslims. 
Did not most of them consider themselves to be Muslims, identifying 
themselves with Islam, the deen of all Prophets, the true religion of 
Ibrahim 3 (as): Monotheism, al-Haneefiyyah 4 ? Due to their ignorance they 
thought to be personifying Islam. The incorrect c aqeedah in these nations 
was often a consequence of shirk taking place due to jahl or wrong 
ta'weel 5 , not always and necessarily due to stubbornness. 

What is the difference between a Muslim from the ummah of Muhammad 
(saws) who falls into shirk and thus becomes a mushrik and a Muslim from 
the Hun a fa a' 6 who falls into shirk and thus becomes a mushrik? The 
mushrikoon from the Arabs were definitely not Muslims, as is also in the 
consensus of the scholars. 


1 c Aqeedah: fundament of faith, the basis of Islam. 

2 Here the mushrikeen in the time before the Prophet (saws) was sent are being 
addressed. 

3 The true religion of Ibrahim (as): Millatu Ibrahim. 

4 Al-Haneefiyyah: the rejection of idolatry and worshipping none but Allah. 

5 Ta’weel: interpretation. 

6 Hunafaa’: followers of al-Haneefiyyah. 
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Further Evidences 


There are many other places in the Qur'an and the Sunnah which clarify 
the described basic principle of Islam. Some are briefly mentioned in the 
following passages. Some people misunderstand the evidences provided 
(concerning the Arab mushrikeen) and say: "These evidences are not 
mentioned in the correct context because the Message which reached 
these people was that which was left over from Millatu Ibrahim". 

I would like to mention that such a statement is indeed correct but one 
must also give thought to the mushrikeen of the time of fatrah. So, there 
were people who received the Message and there were those who did not 
receive it. Regardless, Allah (swt) defined them all as mushrikeen and 
applied on all of them the same law. There has always been an agreement 
upon this. Even the Mubtadfa 1 amongst the Muslims in former times had 
this opinion. 

Allah says: 



"It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's 
forgiveness for the mushrikeen, even though they be of kin (relatives) 
after it has become clear to them that they are the dwellers of the Fire." 2 

As mentioned earlier, those who have this wrong opinion ought to regard - 
according to their erroneous beliefs - the mushrikeen (who lived before 


1 Mubtadi c a: those who commit bida c a, which means that they innovate something 
which is not from Islam and introduce it into Islam. They are from a sect which has 
gone astray. 

2 Surah At-Tawbah 9:113. 
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the Prophet (saws) was sent) as Muslims 1 . They identified themselves with 
Islam, the true religion ( millah) of Ibrahim (as). 

Then in fact it should also be allowed to pray for their forgiveness because 
according to their erroneous beliefs the people who lived before the 
Prophet (saws) came are not the ones who are being addressed in this 
verse - according to them. This is a denial of the verse (in the consensus of 
the scholars). Allah declared them all to mushrikeen, regardless of 
whether the Message reached them or not. 

The information above must be kept in mind in order to understand the 
following verses: 

Allah says: 



"And so to many of the mushrikeen their partners (attributed to Allah by 
themselves) have made fair-seeming the killing of their children in order 
to lead them to their own destruction and cause confusion in their 
religion. And if Allah had willed, they would not have done so. So leave 
them alone with their fabrications." 2 




"And if anyone of the mushrikeen seeks your protection then grant him 
protection so that he may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur'an) and then 


1 The sons of Shaykh Muhammad ibnu Abd il-Wahhab and Hamd ibnu Nasir Aali 
Mu c ammar said: 

"If one commits deeds of kufr and shirk out ofjahl or because there is no one who 
points out to him [his error], we do not call him kaafir until the evidences reach 
him. But we falsol do not say about him that he is a Muslim " fAd-Durar: 10/136). 

2 Surah Al-An c aam 6:137. 
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escort him to where he may be secure, that is because they are men who 
know not." 1 

In the latter verse, Allah (swt) mentions the mushrikeen and confirms that 
they do not know. Some people attack this evidence and argue: “How can 
you speak of ignorance whereas Islam was well known at that time?" 

Apparently someone who argues in this way thinks that the Message 
reached every single person in the cities and in the rural areas. Surely, 
there were people amongst them to whom the Message of Islam did not 
reach. Here the question arises: Are those mushrikoon not undoubtedly 
included in this verse? Or are those mushrikoon also considered as 
Muslims for them? 

Allah says: 



"Those who disbelieved among the people of the Scripture 2 and the 
mushrikeen were not going to leave (their disbelief) until there came to 
them clear evidence." 3 



"And if they embark on a boat, they invoke Allah, making their devotion 
pure for Him only, but when He brings them safely to (dry) land, behold, 
they committed shirk 4 ." 5 


1 Surah At-Tawbah 9:6. 

2 Jews and Christians. 

3 Surah Al-Baiyyinah 98:1. 

4 Those who gave a share of their worship to others. 

5 Surah Al- c Ankaboot 29:65. 
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Uj ^.Uj dr? dSjj dJ"r® dr? Ul| jl 


"Or lest you should say: It was only our fathers a foretime who took 
others as partners in worship along with Allah and we were (merely 
their) descendants after them. Will You then destroy us because of the 
deeds of men who negated 1 ?" 2 


tM Ollaiii dr! ^ dJJt jjji l» t)ljj 

faj dr? (►**'£' U J 0^' 


"They are but names which you have named - you and your fathers -for 
which Allah has sent down no authority. They follow but a guess and 
that which they themselves desire, whereas there has surely come to 
them the Guidance from their Lord!" 3 


ujj d)4^ dr? fa^ »>4*j US*s!i Jjjlkj U ^-? ^ij>? 


"So be not in doubt as to what these people worship. They worship 
nothing but what their fathers worshipped before (them). And verily. We 
shall pay them back (in full) their portion without decreasing it." 4 


<Uji dr? U jLpJl JjUj]' <dbl f j Asi oUjff 

jif a!j “it jl OliaL dr? ^ JJjt U ^utj UjiiUU 

3^*' dr^i d^^' 'dJJi fldi 


1 Those who rejected Tawheed and worshipped others besides Allah. 

2 Surah Al-’A^raaf 7:173. 

3 Surah An-Najm 53:23. 

4 Surah Hud 11:109. 
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"O my two companions of the prison! (I ask you): Are many different 
lords better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible? You worship besides Him 
nothing but only names which you and your forefathers have named 
(fabricated) -for which Allah has sent down no authority. The command 
(or Judgment) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship 
none but Him. That is the Straight Religion, but most people know not. 1,1 


pjnXgSi jjjj dill Jjl ja jXLXM JyjJyJLj Ifsjij 


"I found her and her people worshipping the sun instead of Allah and 
shaytaan has made their deeds seem pleasing to their eyes, and has kept 
them away from (Allah's) Path, so they have no guidance." 1 2 

All Prophets addressed their nations as mushrikeen. In fact, they did this 
even before their prophethood. They demanded from their nations to 
renounce the shirk 3 which they were committing and to worship Allah 
alone. This fact has been proven through the Qur'an (as some of the 
previously mentioned verses show), the Sunnah and the agreement of the 
sahaabah 4 . 


1 Surah Yusuf 12:39-40. 

2 Surah An-Naml 27:24. 

3 Shaykh Abd ur-Rahman ibnu Hassan ibnu Muhammad ibnu Abd il-Wahhab, may Allah 
be merciful to him, said: 

"The early scholars and scholars of nowadays, from the sahaabah, the tabi c een, the 
a'immah and all from the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama c a are in agreement that a 
person cannot be a Muslim as long as he does not make himself free from shirk 
akbar and from him who commits it. One has to abhor them and show them 
enmity, everyone according to his ability and power and one must perform his 
deeds sincerely for Allah's sake and free from shirk." (Ad-Durar: 11: 545, 546). 

4 Sahaabah: the early Muslims, who were the first followers and companions of the 
Prophet Muhammad (saws) during his lifetime. 
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Specious arguments from ambiguous texts 
from the Qur'an and Sunnah 


How the mubtadi c ah of all times try to nullify the sources of 
Sharee c ah: 

Whenever the mubtadi c ah throughout history find a statement in the 
Qur'an and Sunnah which contradicts their bid c ah, they try obsessively to 
declare their astray belief as correct and then call it a permitted ijtihaad - 
i.e. a permitted opinion in Islam. They begin to interpret the Qur'an 
incorrectly and the ahaadeeth suddenly have no more power of evidence, 
if accepting those ahaadeeth means the end of their astray beliefs. 

Or they refer to what is ambiguous in the Qur'an and Sunnah in order to 
cancel out some of it with the other and to reject thousands of clear 
proofs with it. Then they sell this behaviour as permitted ijtihaad. Those 
people who do not know anything themselves and follow these 
mubtadi c ah in this matter say: “This is not just anything. It comes from the 
mighty scholars. They are allowed to bring out such evidences from the 
sources." 

Their similitude is that of a group of Christians who once said to some 
sahaabah: "What is your problem with us? In your Book Allah speaks of 
Himself in the plural form, He says We. But we also say that He is three." 

Yes, the word "We" can have two meanings in the Arabic language. One 
form is when a group is speaking, i.e. many people. The other form is the 
majestic plural - to glorify oneself by addressing oneself in the plural form. 

It is obligatory for the Mu'min to subordinate that which is plurivalent 
(mutashaabih) and take that which is clear (muhkam). If he does it not, he 
will harvest kufr and an astray belief. As for those Christians, they were 
very familiar with the mutashaabih, but what about the following verse: 
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4il' jSi Ji# 

"Say: He is Allah, (the) One" 1 

This verse and a lot of other similar verses, did the Christians not know of 
them? What a wonder! In reality, they know this verse very well but they 
say, "We see it this way, this is what we derived from the sources. We give 
greater value to this view, this is our madhhab 2 , this is our ijtihaad." 

This is exactly the method practiced by the mubtadi c a at all times. At the 
same time you find some of them occupied with the tiniest details in the 
sciences of hadeeth. They explain to the people that it is prohibited to 
cause a conflict between two ahaadeeth as long as it is still possible to 
interpret them in a way so as to unite their meanings 3 , even if it generally 
has no effect on your life whether you take this hadeeth or the other. 
They say it is never permitted for you to prefer one hadeeth if you can 
unite them both. 

This is indeed true but when someone criticizes them for declaring 
mushrikeen to Muslims and causing a mighty /osood 4 then it is suddenly 
no problem anymore without any reason to make one evidence contradict 
the other or even to interpret the evidence in a way that it contradicts 
hundreds of clear evidences from the Qur'an and Sunnah and the basis of 
this deen. 

Therefore, the question arises: Why are the Christians not allowed to 
interpret "We (of Allah)" from the Qur'an and Sunnah as three? Surely the 
answer is: because thereby they would contradict hundreds of evidences 
from the Qur'an and Sunnah. 


1 Surah Al-Ikhlaas 112:1. 

2 Madhhab: way of understanding the sources and extracting rules out of them. 

3 In other words to interpret the ahaadeeth in a way that they no more contradict each 
other. 

4 Fasaad: mischief. 
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Accordingly, I have listed and explained in the following pages the most 
popular shubuhaat, which were mentioned in the course of time and led 
to confusion. I have limited the list to a few shubuhaat because I expect 
the reader to be able to ward off the rest himself. Those who have an 
erroneous belief always understand and interpret texts according to the 
same principles every time. Once a person understands the basis of this 
deen his intellect cannot accept any dalaal 1 . He is just required to give a 
little thought to the matters which seem ambiguous and he will easily be 
able to recognize and refute them. 


The first shubhah: The hadeeth regarding Dhaatu 
Anwaat 


Ui" JpljJl 0^3 U °^ks>r\ aUI (JIj ^ ^ 
dU \jS \y* 3^ 5JJI ^lXp tsc^ 3daX 

y* ySyz\ o<-Uo aAI 

(jj dJjP y> 4J?*! wliij jjlj y\ 3^ 

°y-j^ yOj dj' If 


At-Tirmidhee narrates from Abu Waaqid al-Laithee (ra): 

"As the Prophet (saws) departed to Hunain he came across a tree 
belonging to the mushrikeen. They named the tree Dhaatu Anwaat and 
used to hang their weapons 2 upon it. They 1 said: "Oh rasul-Allah, make 


1 Dalaal: error, going astray. 

2 The mushrikoon performed this act believing that their swords would receive 
blessing from the tree. 
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for us a Dhaatu Anwaat like their Dhaatu Anwaat." Upon this he (saws) 
said: "Subhaan Allah! That which you have said is equal to that which 
the people of Musa 1 2 said: 'Make for us an ilaah just like their aalihah 3 .' 
By the One in Who's Hand my soul is, you will definitely follow the way 
of those who were before you." Abu c lsa (at-Tirmidhee) said: "this 
hadeeth is hassan saheeh"." 

The principles of Islam were previously explained as well as the method 
applied when faced with plurivalent statements. According to the two 
explanations, it is clear how the above hadeeth of Dhaatu Anwaat must 
not be understood. It would be unacceptable to say that the Prophet 
(saws) considered those sahaabah as Muslims although they did not 
understand Islam and asked to commit shirk. 

In reality, one who does not understand the basic principles of Islam or 
wishes to forge them purposely, is the one who compiles such a false 
assertion. It is sadly often the aim of such people to support their 
assertion that a mushrik can very well be a Muslim "because the sahaabah 
also worshipped something else and were still Muslims". 

As a result and according to their imagination every idolater could be a 
Muslim, regardless of how much and what sort of shirk is committed: 
most importantly, he sees himself as a Muslim and is ignorant. 
A statement so incorrect never came from any of the previous scholars. 
So, apart from the plurivalent ahaadeeth they are also in search of 
plurivalent statements from scholars in order to confirm and back up their 
false understandings. The correct method of understanding ambiguous 
statements must be learnt and applied. 


1 The people mentioned in this hadeeth were the Muslims who departed to Hunain 
with the Prophet (saws). These Muslims had entered Islam a short time ago. Most of 
them entered Islam at the opening of Mekka, which took place shortly before the 
departure to Hunain. 

2 People of Musa (as)/Banu Israa'eel/the children of Israel. 

3 Surah Al-’A^raf 7:138. 
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It is necessary to understand this hadeeth so that it is in harmony with the 
Revelation, especially with the basic principles of Islam. It will become 
apparent that there are various interpretations. 

The different interpretations of this hadeeth from the scholars have been 
presented. The primary aim here is not to go into details regarding the 
different interpretations but to merely exemplify that it was never 
permitted to annul the basic principles of Islam by means of a single 
hadeeth transmitted by at-Tirmidhee, especially when other possibilities 
of interpretation exist. The interpretations are as follows: 

The first interpretation: 

These sahaabah (ra) did not ask to commit shirk akbar. When these 
sahaabah (ra) asked for a similar ilaah, they in fact committed shirk 
asghar 1 . They wanted Muhammad (saws) to supplicate to Allah to give 
them a similar tree. The sahaabah (ra) also wanted to receive the 
barakah 2 which the mushrikoon asked for (but of course did not become). 
Such a deed is but to be rejected and hence the Prophet (saws) reacted 
with harsh words. Such a deed is to be rejected due to various reasons: 

1) What they requested was actually an imitation of the kuffaar 3 . 

2) It was not just any ordinary imitation of the kuffaar. It was rather 
concerning the worship of something other than Allah. 

3) It was a road which could easily lead to shirk akbar (by eventually 
worshipping the tree itself) especially because this method ought to help 


1 Shirk asghar: minor shirk, shirk which does not bring one out of the pale of Islam. 

2 Barakah: blessing. Bear in mind that the barakah from Allah does in fact lie in some 
objects, places and times. Take for example the blessed mosques of Makkah, Medina 
and al-Quds and the surrounding land and the water from the well of Zam Zam. It is 
necessary to understand this matter otherwise it is difficult to comprehend why the 
companions made this request at all. In reality, the matter is not as strange as it seems 
to be. 

3 The term used in the Arabic language to describe the imitation of the kaafireen is at- 
tashabbuhu bi-l-kaafireen. 
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them in the battle against the enemy, a matter to which many emotions 
are connected. 

Due to these reasons it was necessary to point out to the sahaabah (ra) 
their mistake with such rigidity and compare their request with Banu 
Isra'eel's request. 

We can deduce that the sahaabah (ra) did not ask for shirk akbar because: 

• The comparison of the sahaabah (ra) with Banu Isra'eel does not mean 
equivalence in every respect. In Arabic when a comparison is made using 
the letter "kaaf" it does not imperatively mean that the two compared 
objects must be equal in all areas. By this style of writing the similarities 
may be reduced to just a few aspects. The significance of this partial 
comparison by the Prophet (saws) was to highlight the magnitude of their 
(of these recently converted companions) mistake and to frighten them 
off. 

• When looking at the reason mentioned in the hadeeth for this 
prohibition, we realize that there is no indication nor reference to shirk 
akbar. 


Some statements of several scholars in this regard 


After mentioning this hadeeth Ibnu Taymiyyah (ra) said: 

jptT i a_u*j iij-jJl j-b I ^LX* ^ Lc 

IjJi-Up ^.ygjS [yj. A^lor obi {jTyS- jl iAjciLjl 

AajIaJ^ 1 ^.11' ^ 1 . O Z ; .* LoO. * \aaaam 1 f\ AjLa—\_L>^ 

S Aj A*jLjl i osL*Jl 


"The Prophet (saws) rebuked them for just attempting to imitate the 
kuffaar concerning a tree by which they (the kufaar) wanted to stop and 
hand their weapons upon. Then what about the one who imitates the 


53 





The Forgotten Monotheism 


mushrikeen even more or commits the same acts of shirk? So he who 
searches for some soil because he thinks that searching for it will bring 
him some goodness - and the Sharee c ah rejects such an action - 
commits an act from the munkaraat 1 . Every such deed is worse than the 
other - no matter whether it is concerned with a tree, a stream, a 
mountain or a cave. It is irrelevant whether he wants to pray there or 
supplicate or recite the Qur'an or remember Allah (swt) or make a 
sacrifice. In other words, it is the act of devoting a specific c ibaadah to a 
specific place, even if this specific place was never specified in the 
Sharee c ah ." 2 

Ibnu-I-Qayyim, Muhammadu-bnu Abdi-I-Wahhab 3 and also ash-Shatibi 4 
commented similarly on the hadeeth. 

It is extremely unlikely that the Sahaabah mentioned in the hadeeth did 
not know the meaning of Islam. 

This interpretation of the hadeeth explained is more plausible and obvious 
due to the following reason: even though these Sahaabah (ra) were new in 


1 Munkaraat: the deeds which are evil and to be rejected. 

2 Iqtida'u-s-Sirati-l-Mustaqeem: 2/644. 

3 It is clear from Muhammadu-bnu Abdi-i-Wahhab's statements concerning this 
hadeeth that he also shares this opinion. Some people do not understand his 
statements and attempt to nullify the basic understanding of this deen with his 
statements. 

Firstly, it is of no relevance if any scholar makes a mistake concerning the basic 
principles of this deen. But the truth is that this specific scholar was far from the 
ignorance of the basic principles of this deen. His statements have been twisted to 
distortion producing statements which imply that he makes no takfeer on people who 
worship idols. The misunderstanding of this scholar's statements will disappear after 
reading the chapter concerning the application of the terms kufr and takfir. The 
mistake made by such people will become transparent for those who understand the 
terminology. 

4 A well-known scholar of the Maliki school of thought. He lived in Granada in the 
Islamic Spain at that time and died in 790 after hijrah. Ash-Shaatibi was a well-known 
scholar of usulu-l-fiqh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence). 
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Islam it is nevertheless barely imaginable that they did not understand the 
fundamentals of this deen. 

It is important to recall here that even the mushrikeen of that time were 
absolutely aware and knew exactly what Muhammad (saws) was 
conveying. They knew that the shahaadah of Islam "there is nothing 
worthy of worship except Allah" meant that everything worshipped 
besides Allah (swt) is to be renounced and forsaken. 

The Prophet (saws) rebuked the mushrikeen for worshipping idols besides 
Allah (swt) and this was but the actual reason why Abu Jahl and all the 
kuffaar from the Quraysh took the Prophet (saws) as an enemy. The 
following example makes the matter easier to understand: If the meaning 
of “la ilaaha ilia Allah" really means "there is no creator other than Allah" 
then Abu Jahl would have been a Muslim. Why? Because he knew and 
believed that there is no creator than Allah (swt). What amount of 
ignorance must have been absorbed in order for the people of nowadays 
on the one hand to believe that they themselves are Muslims and on the 
other hand they have not yet understood that which even the mushrikoon 
of then understood about the shahaadah? 

O' ^ gla Jji] ai'j * 'A* 0) 4 \ 



“Has he made all the aalihah into One ilaah (Allah) 1 ? This is really 
something very strange! And the leaders among them went about 
(saying): Go on, and remain constant to your aalihah! For this (what 
Muhammad is saying) is truly a thing designed (against you )!" 2 


1 Here lies the proof of the matter being addressed in this book. The mushrikoon knew 
exactly what Muhammad (saws) was calling to. 

2 Surah Saad 38: 5-6. 
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The majority of the Arabs understood the meaning of Islam after the 
da c wah of the Prophet (saws) became known. It is narrated in the musnad 
of Imam Ahmad that Jaabir (ra) said: 


j' rj4\ ly 0*4 4 JM- "4k\ % Sj JM- 14 &&14” ^y 6 - 

Ijfcj >-j (jo kU-UAJ ^ jjJjJLlS 4^jJ 0113 3 ^ 


"The Prophet stayed in Mecca for ten years. In c Ukadh and in Majanna 1 
and at the time of hajj in Mina he went to the people to their houses 
saying: "Who gives me shelter, who supports me so that I can spread the 
Message of my Lord, he shall be granted Paradise." Those coming to hajj 
from Yemen or Mudar were told from their own tribesmen: "Beware of 
the young man (the Prophet (saws)) from the Quraysh so that he does 
not lead you into temptation (and then you will abandon your religion)!" 
And he (saws) walked between their mounts while they pointed with 
their fingers at him." 


There is no doubt that the people were informed and knew what the first 
and most important requirement is even before they entered Islam. 
Therefore, it ought to be even more clear to them once they entered 
Islam. So, it is very unlikely that they did not know about this important 
matter of Islam. 


It is also important to recall here that the new Muslims and those who had 
not entered Islam or not yet entered Islam were surrounded by other 
Muslims who had accepted Islam since a longer time and the Prophet 
(saws) himself was also still among them. 


1 c Ukadh and Majanna are names of locations. The marketplace of c Ukadh was an 
important centre for the Arabs at that time. 
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The second interpretation: 

These Sahaabah (ra) requested to commit shirk akbar. They asked Allah 
(swt) for something they could worship besides Him, in other words they 
asked for a second ilaah 1 . 


1 As mentioned earlier, I consider this interpretation as an incorrect understanding of 
the hadeeth. It is however, quite apparent that some scholars from the Da c wah 
Najdiyyah perceived this version of the hadeeth as correct. This version is mentioned 
here to indicate that this interpretation is not contradictory to the basic principles of 
Islam (even though it is a very unlikely interpretation). It is necessary to state a 
specific example here: 

Abd ur-Rahmani-bnu-Hasan (ra) was one of the most important scholars from Da c wah 
Najdiyyah. His book titled "Fathu-l-Majeed” is the most famous explanation of Kitabu-t- 
Tawheed (written by his grandfather Muhammad-ubnu Abdi-l-Wahhab). On page 118 
he comments on the comparison which the Prophet Muhammad (saws) made (of the 
sahaabah (ra)): 


<U>T US' li>l Ui yj oJlE US' oA-j aJ^S 

CaJJ| y* AjLb U aJ 01 ys* j! oUk 

AjlJLU (. Q1 aUl 0I_J 


"...He (saws) equated their statement with Banu Isra’eei’s because of the features 
in common: both asked for something which they (could) worship besides Allah. 
Both phrases are expressed differently but the implication is the same: the change 
in the description does not change the meaning at all." 


Abdu-r-Rahmani-bnu-Hasan writes in his book that these companions asked for shirk 
akbar even though their statement does not appear to be as obvious as the statement 
of Musa's (as) people. 

In the following it will be explained why this version of the hadeeth is not in 
contradiction with the fundamental laws of Islam. This ought to be obvious for those 
who have understood the area of Tawhid well. However, there are some ghuiaat (those 
who exaggerate) who, on account of their ignorance, are unable to separate the actual 
definitions. Thereby, they slip into the mistake of regarding investigative enquiries as 
matters of aslu-d-deen. As a result, they declare everyone as kuffaar without having 
understood the actual meanings. 

The statement of Abdur-r-Rahmani-bnu Hasan is therefore an anomaly and an 
erroneous interpretation. Similar mistakes have occurred by famous scholars but in 
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So according to this understanding these people were absolutely unaware 
of the true meaning of Islam. They did indeed accept Islam but had not 
understood it correctly. Consequently, they asked for shirk akbar without 
realizing that their wish contradicts Islam. 

The following important points must be considered: 

• The people mentioned in the hadeeth were only a small part of the 
Sahaabah. Not everyone went out together with the Prophet (saws) to 
Hunain and by no means did all the Muslims and all the Sahaabah make 
this request. They were not even all of those who embraced Islam just 
recently. 

• These people pledged themselves to Islam. Judicially, they were Muslims 
before this specific request. Also, since nobody ever saw them committing 
shirk, they must indeed be considered as Muslims. Similarly, nobody ever 
heard a statement from them to deduce that they were ignorant of Islam. 
This would have not happened if such an incident had occurred earlier. 

• Up until this occurrence they had not understood Islam properly 
(according to this interpretation). So they appeared to be Muslims but had 
actually not entered imaan. 

• These Sahaabah (ra) had accepted Islam and departed to Hunain with 
the Prophet (saws). We can conclude that this statement from the 
Sahaabah (ra) was made due to absolute ignorance and not due to 
aversion to the deen or nifaaq 1 . If they had been munafiqeen 2 they would 
have nothing more pointless to do than to ask Muhammad (saws) openly 
for such a tree. The scholars therefore have always emphasized that these 


reality this is the nature of man. However, not every mistake leads to the exclusion 
from Islam, as opposed to the way the ignorant people think. The problem is that they 
do not even know the books of 'their own' scholars. So when a statement like the above 
is presented to them they are unable to explain it. Those of them who obsessively tend 
to exaggerate even more also exclude these scholars from Islam. May Allah keep us safe 
from exaggeration and its opposite and may Allah guide us and them, amin. 

1 Nifaaq: hypocrisy. 

2 Munafiqoon: hypocrites. 
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Sahaabah (ra) had a good intention and they were absolutely ignorant of 
their mistake. 

If one understands this hadeeth according to this version of the 
interpretation then an important question arises: The hukm of riddah 1 
must normally be applied on the Sahaabah (ra) if they were really ignorant 
of Islam. Why is this hukm not mentioned in the hadeeth? 

Why the hukm of riddah is not mentioned in the hadeeth 

If a person is (according to his outward appearance) known to be a Muslim 
but then commits a deed or makes a statement surpassing the limits of 
Islam he is generally excluded from Islam and has committed apostasy. It 
is now irrelevant whether he was (inwardly) really a Mu'min before or not. 
There are specific laws in Islam which must be applied when apostasy is 
committed. They are primarily the following: 

• If someone is really ignorant and it is known that he is ignorant then he 
will firstly be taught. The hujjah will be introduced to him. The scholars 
describe this procedure as "ta c rif" when in connection with riddah. 

• Istitabah 2 is required from him due to his statement or deed. 

But there can be several reasons why istitabah does not appear in this 
hadeeth or why it is not clearly mentioned that riddah occurred: 

First possibility 

These Sahaabah (ra) were Muslims up to this incident even if they had not 
entered into imaan inwardly. It is explained above that they generally 
followed the truth and accepted everything from the Prophet (saws). After 
it became apparent by means of this request that they had not yet 
understood Islam, in other words that they had never fulfilled imaan 
inwardly until now, the Sahaabah (ra) withdrew from their request. 


1 The ruling of apostasy. 

2 Istitabah: demanding tawbah, repentance. 
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Hence, they became Muslims and understood imaan inwardly and fulfilled 
it. What is the use of istitabah if they already repented? Let me rephrase 
it: even if it turns out that they had not understood Islam correctly before, 
the hukm of riddah is not applied on them 1 . Looking back, this does not 
mean that they are considered as Muslims inwardly and outwardly (before 
this incident took place). 

It is a matter of fiqh to analyze whether or not they are to be considered 
as non-Muslims (taking into account the other ahkamu-shar c iyyah) before 
this incident took place. That is a completely different topic and has 
nothing to do with the basis of Islam. 

Only an ignorant exaggerator could claim here that the scholars who 
interpreted this hadeeth as in the second interpretation did not 
understand Islam because they described murtaddeen 2 as Muslims! 3 


1 In Arabic we would say: 

2 Murtaddeen: apostates. 

3 Some of those exaggerators who consider themselves great scholars are indeed 
engaged with this issue. Despite their lack of knowledge concerning the usul (roots) 
and furu c (branches) of Islam and their arrogance they read one explanation of the 
statements of the scholars (which I have referred to before) and unable to understand 
what they read, they consider it as an extreme contradiction. Thereupon they reach the 
conclusion that the author of these explanations could not have understood Islam. 

Being narrow minded they did not see that in fact they are the ones who got it all 
wrong. The book they dealt with was merely referring to somebody who commits shirk 
or does not understand Islam and therefore cannot be a Muslim. Even though it was 
clearly said in the explanation of the statements that according to this point of view the 
mentioned Sahaabah (ra) did not embrace Islam at all. Is it possible that a person 
writes a whole book about the contradiction between shirk and Islam and even 
mentions this contradiction in the same passage and then says that a person who 
commits shirk can be a Muslim? 

One must be out of his mind to say something so contradictory. Before accusing the 
person whose books they are learning from, it would be advisable to accuse 
themselves for being ignorant and having the wrong understanding. Sadly, all 
mubtadi c ah are proud and ignorance is flowing through their veins. 
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Second possibility 

The Prophet (saws) asked the Sahaabah (ra) to make tawbah but it was 
not mentioned by the narrator of the hadeeth. This second possibility 
should not be excluded even though it may seem somewhat odd 1 . Exactly 
this explanation is found by some statements of the scholars concerning 
several ahaadeeth but how likely or unlikely it may be, must be analyzed 
separately. It was mentioned earlier that regarding this hadeeth it is 
almost impossible. 

Reference to a significant misunderstanding 

Some people who read the statements from the Da c wah Najdiyyah 
understand something entirely different to what is actually meant. The 
root of the problem lies in following the statements of the scholars 
without referring to the Qur'an and Sunnah. The statements are hence 
misunderstood and consequently entirely incorrect understandings are 
used as the basis. So some people have come to think that a Muslim who 
asks to commit shirk akbar out of ignorance is still a Muslim with complete 
imaan as long as he does not commit the action. Such a claim can only 


It was shown earlier that some of the scholars of the Da c wah Najdiyyah concluded that 
these Sahaabah (ra) demanded shirk akbar. As already mentioned the ghulaat do not 
really have a clue about the books of 'their own' scholars. Additionally, most of their 
knowledge concerning these books is a result of reading these books in a language 
other than Arabic. Consequently, it is not clear for them that ('their') scholars of the 
Da c wah Najdiyyah actually had this opinion and explained their opinion in their books. 

So if these people make takfir on somebody just because he mentions the opinions of 
these scholars - without sharing this opinion, how can they consider even these 
scholars as Muslims? 

1 It was mentioned earlier that it is highly unlikely that the Sahaabah (ra) asked to 
commit shirk akbar. It is even more awkward to accept that the Sahaabah (ra) asked to 
commit shirk akbar and the Prophet (saws) carried out istitabah while it was not even 
mentioned in the hadeeth. I have mentioned this second possibility only because (here 
again) there are some people who have this opinion. It is primarily my attempt to show 
that this opinion, no matter how odd it sounds, has nothing to do with a lack of 
understanding of Islam. 
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come from a person who himself has a problem in understanding the basis 
of Islam. 

As mentioned before, it is impossible for a person to fulfill imaan as long 
as he has not understood the shahaadah (even though he may appear to 
be a Muslim outwardly). It is entirely clear that as soon as someone asks 
to commit shirk akbar he has not fulfilled imaan and Islam in this moment. 

The consequence of the wrong opinion of this hadeeth 

Those who are using this hadeeth and claiming that some mushrikoon are 
actually Muslims bring up the following argument: "The sahaabah (ra) 
asked to commit shirk akbar and someone who asks to commit shirk is 
like the one who carries it out. The Prophet (saws) did not make any 
takfir on them, as a result they were Muslims. Consequently, a person is 
excused who asks for shirk akbar and commits it and thus is still a 
Muslim due to his ignorance." 

Whoever understands the hadeeth in this way, lacks the correct 
understanding of Tawheed in reality. The incorrect understanding of the 
hadeeth subsequently produces the results which were mentioned and 
must be rejected. 

According to the incorrect understanding a person can worship more than 
one ilaah and simultaneously worship one ilaah and also be a Muslim, 
Mukhlis 1 and Hanif 2 at the same time. He dissociates himself from 
worshipping the taghut and at the same time worships him. Accordingly, 
any mushrik committing any form of shirk can be a Muslim! 

So, it is irrelevant whether he believes that there is more than one creator, 
believes that Allah (swt) has a child, worships c lsa 3 (as) or performs his 
worship to cows. All these actions are acts of shirk akbar but according to 


1 Mukhlis: One who offers Allah (swt) sincere devotion 

2 Hanif: One who never joines gods with Allah (swt) and by all means avoids practicing 
idolatry or polytheism 

3 c Isa: Jesus. 
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the astray belief of some people it is possible to be a muslim with such 
deeds or any other act of shirk akbar. All what counts is that this specific 
person claims to be a Muslim. In reality, Islam does not have any haqiqah 1 
for these people. The real meaning of Islam for them is to merely claim it. 

So if these Sahaabah (ra) had asked the Prophet (saws) if they could 
worship al-Laat, al- c Uzza and Manaat they could have remained as 
Muslims according to the astray belief mentioned - just like a person who 
worships these (and other) idols nowadays out of ignorance. 

The truth is that in Islam it is necessary to dissociate oneself from such 
mushrikeen. But those deluded people even turn this fundament upside 
down. He who does what he is obliged to do and dissociates himself from 
the mushrikeen is suddenly one who excludes "shirk committing Muslims" 
from Islam. He is now from the Khawarij, the sect which practiced takfir 
on Muslims! 


The second shubhah: The hadeeth regarding 
Mu c aadh (ra) 


Ibnu Maajah narrates from Abdullah ibnu Abi Awfaa: 

^ | a fllil jl (JlS P ! JJi L* (JlJ ^gilj {.till LU 


jJvJLj 0! 4iil j^ki jl \JS~\ \y >T 

^ l^rjj <3^- Cs'ky^ Jp~ ijijJ ^ oJSj 


"When Mu c aadh returned from the Shaam area he prostrated himself 
before the Prophet (saws). The Prophet (saws) asked him: "What is this. 


1 Haqiqah: actual meaning, content, reality, truth. 
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oh Mu c aadh?" He replied: "I visited the Shaam area and witnessed them 
prostrating before their priests and patriarchs. I wished that we do the 
same for you." The Prophet (saws) said: "Do not do it. If I were to order 
anyone to prostrate before anyone else besides Allah, I would have 
ordered the wife to prostrate herself before her husband. By Him in 
whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, the wife will not fulfill the rights 
of her Lord until she fulfills the rights of her husband, and even if he were 
to request for her whilst she is sitting upon a camel's saddle, she ought 
not to refuse him"." 

The shubhah raised concerning this hadeeth is similar to the shubhah 
raised concerning the hadeeth of Dhaatu Anwaat. The people who have 
the wrong view also dare to claim here that Mu c aadh (ra) worshipped the 
Prophet (saws) by prostrating to him and took him (saws) as a partner 
besides Allah (swt) but he was forgiven. They claim: Mu c aadh thereby 
must have left the deen because he worshipped the Prophet (saws) but 
the Prophet (saws) did not declare him as a kaafir, instead he (saws) was 
of the following opinion: "That is no problem, Mu c aadh. If you are jaahil 
and you don't know that you are not allowed to worship me and take me 
as a partner besides Allah and regard me as equal to Allah, then it is no 
problem." 

However, the question arises: Why do they not say that Mu c aadh 
prostrated himself before the Prophet (saws) only as a greeting to 
welcome him and not to worship him? 

Just like in the case of the family of Yusuf 1 (as) and the angels and Adam 
(as). And the next question is: Why do they prefer the interpretation, 
which contradicts the entire Qur'an, the Sunnah, the ijmaa c a of the 
Muslims and the essence of this deen? 

Similarly, the question arises: Why are they not of the opinion that the 
family of Yusuf (as) worshipped him? Why are you then not of the opinion 
that when the Prophet (saws) said: "...I would have ordered the wife to 


1 Yusuf: Joseph. 
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prostrate before her husband" that he (saws) actually meant to say: "If I 
were to order anyone to worship someone other than Allah, then I would 
have ordered the woman to worship her husband"1 ! 

One must reflect also on the narration in the musnad of Imaam Ahmad. 
Isma c eel narrates from Ayyub from Al-Qaasim al-Shaibaany from Abdullah 
ibnu Abi Awfaa: 


f * ^05 Jts (3^1 aJJ^ —Cuv t ~^p bu.Ag- bjOg*- 

jp-l aJJI (Jj_0j 01 a~OJ J Ijji LgjuaiLOIj L^x5jLL 0 dboJl (Jll 

(j O Il bO Ij b^J^j l lg J L g d I CSj Ij aJJI b5 3 b^ ^ bObs ^lg*j j I 

01 olJoJl LuJO'y aO-'y 01 IdcOI I^T c~6"* jJ Jb^® 01 dJbl ^^wib 
Jbs- aIS” bg-fe- b^>yj jp- Cs'zp Jb>- ids' bg_dl£- ^)gfj JP aJJI Jp- ofjojl Yj bgp-jjJ 

ab| Adgp^ ^^Jg b^Ovuij LibO jJ 


p ^ , A,® •£ _ / 0 't- ' t>'is J* 

cSjbOalll csfji ^ujl Ajl Jll Jpr JJ ilii jP of jP olp ^P j»l5“ 

CP-Uts Lip jLpY A^ 01T I dp IjJli l-ip Oa^A^j cpJJij aJI olb*p ^Sbid 

(jirp~ uf ^-^bb«jl t_5^“ ^05”" b $ ■) *||| aJJI 3b*d L0 *p IbJis 01 ^r^" 

.AA^bl oidd I^Ip- bddjl ^Jpr-J Jp Alii 01 


"Mu c aadh traveled to Yemen or the Shaam area. There he found the 
Christians prostrating themselves before their bishops and priests. He 
said to himself that the Prophet (saws) has more right to be honored. 
When he returned he told the Prophet (saws) of this and said: "I wanted 
to do the same for you; I thought that you have more right to be 
honored." The Prophet (saws) replied: "If I were to order anyone to do 
this then I would have ordered the woman to prostrate herself before her 
husband. A woman will not fulfill the rights of her Lord completely until 
she fulfills the rights of her husband completely, even if he were to 
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request for her whilst she were sitting upon a camel's saddle, she ought 
to obey him". 

Abd ur-Rahman ibnu Abi Layla reports from his father about Mu c aadh 
ibnu Jabal that he said: "...that he found in the Shaam area the Christians 
prostrating themselves..." So I asked: "Why do you do this?" They 
explained to me that this was the way to greet the Prophets in the past. I 
said: "We have more right to do this with our Prophet." The Prophet 
(saws) thus explained to me that they were keen to spread about lies 
concerning their Prophets and manipulated their books. He (saws) said: 
"Allah has given us something better. He has given us the salaam, which 
is the greeting of the people of Paradise"." 


The third shubhah: Muhammad's (saws) ummah 
has been pardoned for its mistakes 


The people who raise this shubhah use Allah's (swt) Words: 

U j&j Aj U_S j»4 


"And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, 
except in regard to what your hearts deliberately intend. 1,1 

It is narrated from Ibnu c Abbaas that the Prophet (saws) said: 


"Verily, Allah has pardoned for my people their mistakes and forgetful¬ 
ness..." 

This hadeeth was declared as saheeh by Ibnu Hibbaan and al-Haakim. 

In reality, the response to this shubhah ought to be clear and does not 
require any explanation. For those who commit shirk, they anyway fall out 


1 Surah Al-Ahzaab 33:5. 
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of the definition mentioned in the verse and hadeeth - as they have left 
Islam and are not at all addressed. Is it possible for a scholar to say: "The 
mushrik's mistakes are forgiven because Allah has forgiven the Muslim 
ummah their mistakes"?! This contradiction is tremendously obvious and 
transparent. They say: "The definition of a mistake is to do something 
wrong, thinking it is correct." This is really a strange argumentation. 


The fourth shubhah: It also happens that a person 
falls into kufr and is not declared as a kaafir if 
there was an obstacle 1 


It must be mentioned here that it is occasionally found in the sources 
concerning a certain person that he committed kufr or shirk. This however 
does not always necessarily mean that he committed kufr akbar or shirk 
akbar, bringing a person out of the pale of Islam and making him dwell in 
Hellfire forever, without any chance of forgiveness. In fact, here the 
mentioning of kufr and shirk means kufr asghar and shirk asghar 2 . 


An example for this would be a hadeeth recorded in al-Bukhary in Kitaab 
ul-lmaan by ibnu Mas c ood: 




"Reviling a Muslim isfisq 3 and fighting him is kufr". 

Bearing this hadeeth in mind the Qur'an shows us that if Muslims do fight 
each other it does not mean coercively that they have fallen into kufr: 


1 Mani c 

2 Kufr asghar: minor kufr, kufr which does not bring one out of the pale of Islam. 

3 Fisq: act of evil, evildoing. 
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"And if two parties (or groups) among the Mu'mineen fall into a 



So, in this verse Allah calls them Mu'mineen and in the verse following it, 
He says: 



"The Mu'minoon are but brothers..." 1 2 . 

Also the following hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad in his musnad from 
ibnu c Abbas demonstrates this matter similarly: 



"A companion of the Prophet (saws) once said to him, "...it is as Allah 
wills and you will". Upon this the Prophet (saws) immediately responded, 
"are you making me equal to Allah? (Say) as Allah alone wills"." 

A deviation from the actual meaning of a certain word is however not 
permitted except if a clear proof is present and this is known. But that is 
not the subject of our discussion. We are discussing about someone who 
worships something other than Allah (swt). Whereas it is known that shirk 
asghar does not include worshipping something other than Allah (swt). 
Nevertheless, shirk asghar becomes shirk akbar as soon as it includes 
worshipping something other than Allah (swt). 

When some people say, "he fell into kufr, however kufr did not fall onto 
him", they actually cause confusion and make it difficult to understand the 
definition of the term kufr and thus also this deen. For he who does not 


1 Surah Hujuraat 49: 9. 

2 Surah Hujuraat 49: 10. 
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understand the true meaning of kufr, also does not understand the true 
meaning of imaan and consequently does not recognize the boundary 
between the two. 

It is therefore necessary to cling to the explanations and definitions 
disclosed in the revelations, Allah's (swt) Book and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger (saws). 

The statement mentioned above is not found anywhere in the words of 
the Prophet (saws) or the salaf. Hence, it is also not found in the words of 
the early scholars, who had a solid understanding regarding questions on 
imaan. Whenever they mention something similar, it arises clearly from 
their statements whether they meant kufr akbar or kufr asghar. 

Some people however take for granted such sentences and come to an 
entirely incorrect conclusion, for instance they say: "A man commits kufr 1 
but his kufr will be forgiven because he is a jaahil." This is of course wrong! 
When kufr takes place in actual fact, it will never be forgiven. 

So it cannot be that a man who committed kufr akbar in the dunya and 
died in this state without making tawbah, will stand in front of Allah (swt) 
on the Day of Judgment and his kufr will be forgiven. In reality, some 
obstacle prevented him from falling into kufr in the first place. It is 
incorrect to say that he committed kufr and he is simply excused from it. 

The difference between committing kufr knowingly and committing kufr 
unknowingly is clear and as you read further it will become clearer inshaa 
Allah. It is most correct to say: "If a person commits a deed or makes a 
statement intentionally out of refusal or denial of the Qur'an and 
Sunnah, he becomes a kaafir." 

Take for example the ignorance of a specific ayah. This jahl could be the 
obstacle preventing one from falling into kufr; the person actually never 
really committed kufr (because he never refused the Qur'anic verse 


1 i.e. meaning that his kufr is obvious inwardly and apparent outwardly and the man is 
a kaafir by Allah. 


69 



The Forgotten Monotheism 


knowingly). How can someone of sound mind declare that this ignorant 
person is a kaafir and his kufr will be forgiven? 

It must be clarified again that kufr 1 can only then occur once this person 
has received the knowledge through the Message and then turns away, 
refuses or denies it. In this regard it is not right to proclaim that a person 
can commit kufr before receiving the Message and will be punished for it, 
as Ibnu Taymiyyah has also repeated several times. He who absolutely 
does not know the Message cannot fall into kufr for which he will be 
punished. This is even linguistically very simple to understand. Ibnu 
Mandhur said: 


l ‘M y&j UI^S} :<ud 
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"Kufr is the denial of the blessings (ni c am) and it is the opposite of 
gratefulness. Allah (swt) says: 

U) 'j%)> 


And they say: "For us, we reject all such things (we make kufr deny, 
negate with all of it)." 2 

'Kafara nfmatallahi yakfuruha kufuuran wa kufraanan wa kafara biha' 
means to deny, hide or cover Allah's Grace. It is derived from the word 


1 Kufru-t-ta c dhib is being referred to here. See footnote 14 for more information. A 
completely ignorant man is not referred to with this type of kufr. The linguistic 
meaning of kafara is 'to cover up something'. The kaafir covers up the truth consciously 
so he must have therefore known it before committing kufr. To rephrase it: the trial in 
this world primarily serves to distinguish the Mu'min from the kaafir. Even if 
sometimes there were people who did not receive the Message. This also indicates that 
the essential meaning of the word kufr describes the deliberate refusal of the Truth. 

2 Surah Al-Qasas 28:48. 
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'satr' (cover) and some scholars said the one who committed kufr has a 
‘covered' heart." 1 

So when a word is used in matters of the Shari c a, the actual meaning of 
that word never entirely leaves its Arabic meaning. After all, Allah (swt) 
revealed the Qur'an in native and clear Arabic language. This is the case 
even when the meaning of the word is broadened in certain situations or 
when specific rules and conditions are applied to the word. 

The one who denies something (the kaafir) can only then be a denier if he 
knows the truth or if he had the opportunity or possibility to learn the 
truth but denied or refused it. There is no kufr except after gaining 
knowledge about a matter and then denying and refusing it - then one 
becomes a kaafir. 

Hence, it ought to be clear that if a person worships anything other than 
Allah (swt) or besides Allah (swt), he indeed commits shirk and therefore 
becomes a mushrik - whether or not he was aware of if the action he 
committed was an act of shirk. Likewise, if he commits kufr akbar his 
action is that of kufr. Yet if he does not know that this action of his was 
kufr and therefore does not deny any of the sources (which condemns this 
action as kufr), the true meaning of kufr cannot be applied to him. This is 
impossible on grounds of his ignorance. 

Consider a man who says something which contradicts a verse of the 
Qur'an. He however does not know about that verse. Is he now a kaafir 
who will be forgiven? In other words, is a man who does not know a 
Qur'anic verse a kaafir? Or is it not rather such that he did not even do 
anything wrong at all because the ayah never reached him? It is clear that 
the assertion is simply wrong to say "a person fell into kufr but it will be 
forgiven" or "he will be forgiven for being a kaafir". 

Rather, the true meaning of kufr does not even apply to him in first place - 
neither linguistically, nor according to the law of Islam, nor from common 


1 See Lisanu-l-arab, Chapter ka-fa-ra. 
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sense may he be called as such. So he who commits shirk (= ashraka) and 
worships something other than Allah (swt) (= c abada ghairAllahi) and 
equates something with Him (= c adala hi Rabbihi ) and takes something 
besides Him for worship (= ittakhadha ma c Allahi ilaahan akhar), he thus 
will be called a mushrik: a person worshipping something other than Allah 
( c aabidun li ghairAllahi), equating something with his Lord ( c aadilun bi 
Rabbihi), and taking something for worship besides Allah (muttakhidhun 
ma c Allahi Ilaahan akhara). 

This is necessarily the outcome and result from the understanding of 
language, Sharee c ah, and common sense. Whoever has a sparkle of 
knowledge of the Arabic language will know that the active participle (ism 
ul-faa c il) carries the meaning of the verb ( fi c l) in itself. It is therefore 
allowed in the Arabic language to replace the verb with the active 
participle in order to take over its function. 

The statements of some people nowadays are indeed very strange. 
According to them it is wrong to call a person who drinks alcohol as 'one 
who drinks alcohol'. They say, "Don't say that, he probably doesn't know". 

Did he drink the alcohol now or not? Or concerning a man who has a 
sexual relationship with a woman who is not his wife, they will say: "Don't 
call him zaani, he doesn't know". Did he now go to that woman or not? A 
person is named according to his deeds and actions - whether or not he 
will be punished for these deeds. The same applies to the mushrik. Did he 
or did he not worship something or someone other than Allah? 
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The fifth shubhah: Someone who commits shirk 
under compulsion (ikrah) is not a mushrik 

Allah (swt) has ordered us, only in one case, not to judge a man according 
to what we see outwardly of him if we know of his ikrah 1 . But if he 
inwardly also worships something or someone other than Allah (swt), then 
he is a mushrik without a doubt. Admittedly, we are not able to discover 
what is really in his inside. Ikrah is the only exception in the matter of 
shirk. Allah (swt) excluded the mukrah 2 clearly in His Book: 

✓ o ^ o o x o i & 4 
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"Whoever disbelieved (made kufr) in Allah after his belief, except under 
compulsion, his heart remaining firm in Faith (Imaan). But those who 
open their breasts to disbelief, on them is wrath from Allah, and theirs 
will be a great torment." 3 

In truth there are many more misconceptions which exist (for example the 
hadeeth of the man who ordered his children to burn his corpse 4 ) but I 
prefer not to mention any more in this book. As said before, once the 
methodology of those who have gone astray becomes transparent, one 
can easily deal with the misconceptions they introduce. 




1 Ikrah: compulsion, coercion, threatened (to be killed). 

2 Mukrah: the one who is under compulsion, forced. 

3 Surah An-Nahl 16:106. 

4 It is clearly stated in some ahaadeeth that the man did nothing good in his life "except 
to practice Tawheed". 
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The sixth shubhah: They claim, "Kufr committed 
by mistake is forgiven but what if shirk is 
committed by mistake? Are they not the same?" 


Firstly, nobody who is of sound mind said something as such. In fact, it was 
earlier mentioned that kufr and shirk are both excused if committed under 
compulsion. We also know additionally that if someone says something 
unintentionally and accidentally then his statement does not count - it is 
as though he never said it. Just like the one man who made an error and 
said out of joy 1 : 



OwLJv 


dr? 


lk>-l i JJjj IjIj 
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"Oh Allah, you are my slave and I am your master". 


It is undoubtedly clear that it is not considered as committing shirk if a 
person finds himself in the mentioned situation. It is really strange that 
people use this issue in order to prove that a person who worships 
something or someone besides Allah is possibly an ignorant 'Muslim'. 

If a man in such a situation is asked why he said this and if he replies, 
"Allah is my slave and I am His master. I said it consciously. I am master 
over everything. No one gives me orders but I give orders to everyone," 

such a person (according to their methodology) could be an ignorant 
Muslim if he just says such a thing out of ignorance while he identifies 
himself with Islam theoretically! 


A person who narrates texts about kufr or shirk and who therefore utters 
kufr or shirk is also not guilty of committing either of them. This teacher is 
not considered to be a kaafir or a mushrik. It is as though one accidentally 
utters kufr. Similarly, dictating texts or informing others of kufr is also not 
considered as falling into kufr because his words are not considered as his 


1 As mentioned in the hadeeth narrated in Sahih Muslim from Anas ibnu Malik. 
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own. Otherwise every Muslim would fall into shirk by merely reciting the 
Qur'an (by reciting verses which, if taken out of context contain kufr. For 
example verses where Allah informs us about what the kuffaar say). 

The same applies if the one who does not know the reality of a matter: he 
does not become a kaafir (such as a blind man who prostrates not 
knowing that before him is the statue of an idol). By giving these matters a 
little bit of thought one realizes that they do not have anything to do with 
shirk. They are all basic matters which do not even need a lot of thinking. 

You will not find many scholars mentioning these issues in their books and 
those who have mentioned them did so just casually because they did not 
expect any person with a sound mind to say something else. Likewise the 
one who utters shirk in his sleep - anyone with a sound mind would not 
claim that this person committed shirk and Allah will forgive him for his 
shirk. 

If somebody recites (for instance, from a verse in the Qur'an where the 
statement of the Christians is mentioned) that //C lsa is the son of Allah", 
then these were not his words. It is unbelievable that some people claim 
that shirk akbar is indeed committed in these situations but Allah simply 
forgives them. How can somebody say: "See, not everyone who utters 
shirk is therefore immediately a mushrik"\ 
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Closing words 


May Allah (swt) accept this work and use it for the explanation of the True 
Message of all Prophets (as). May He (swt) forgive us and all Muslims. May 
He (swt) unite us with our Prophet and his brothers, the other Prophets 
(saws) in the Gardens of Eternity, underneath which rivers flow. May He 
(swt) lead his deen to victory. Our Lord, let us leave this world as Muslims 
and unite us with those who are righteous. 

Finally, I want to thank my Lord, the Most Generous, for His support in this 
work and its completion. My thanks as well to all those who made a 
contribution to this book. May our Lord reward them in the best way. 

The following applies to all I have written: Allah (swt) knows best. 

May the peace and blessings of Allah (swt) be upon our Prophet! 

All praise belongs to Allah alone. 
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